WEATHER MEMORIES
First hand or vicarious
experiences of unusual or
extreme weather events play
a powerful role in shaping
memory; but bad weather does
not necessarily equate with
negative memory. Many weather
memories are tinged with
nostalgia and some events are
commemorated with souvenir
pamphlets or referred to as
‘benchmarks’ against which
later events are compared.
“In a modern civilisation, the
existence of a public memory of the
weather is essential”. (Gordon Manley,

“The great winter of 1740”, Weather 13
(1958): 11)

Weather memories are often
connected to important
milestones in life such as
birthdays, anniversaries and
holidays.

Popular experiences of weather
shape people’s sense of place, and
memory can be strongly attached
to key locations and landmarks,
such as homes, local churches,
parks
and
bridges,
as
well
as
There are also links between
celebrations,
traditions
or
folklore.
weather memories and childhood
experiences. Different generations What extremes of weather do you
have their own specific weather
recall? How do you remember
‘extremes’, which become
weather events? Are these
embedded within individual,
memories linked to key places or
familial and collective memory.
life events?
Current weather, however, is
often related to memories of
previous events or to others’
experiences from previous
generations.
“Sunday 21 January 1838 – It is
24 years since we had so severe
a frost as to freeze the Trent over
that time. 1814 the first I believe
continued 16 weeks. The Trent
and Thames were then so frozen
that a fair was held and oxen,
sheep and pigs were roasted
whole upon the latter river. The
frost has now only continued
about 12 days but with greater
severity than is remembered
with any person with whom I
have conversed. Many thousands
from Nottingham went to see
the Trent today”. (Diary of William

Parsons, MS 489)
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