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Locauiy axp GroroeicaL Posirion or Tue Borovsn.—
DESCRIITION OF THE SEVERAL WARDS.—SEWERAGE OF
TiE Tows.

Tur town of Nottingham is situated on the southern extremity of
a range of hills, which have their termination on the north side of
the large valley of the river Trent, and which extend in a north-
ernly direction to a considerable distance. The centre of the town
is about a mile and a quarter from the banks of the Trent, and the
configuration of the borough represents a very irregular and indented
area, the width of which, at the narrowest portion from east to
west, s about three quarters of a mile, and the length of which, from
the north-castern to the south-western extremities, is about three
miles and a quarter. The borough is bounded on the cast by the
populous parish of Sneinton, the inhabited portion of which
immediately abuts on the most densely populated part of the town;
on the west by the extra parochial liberties of the Park, and by the
populous parish of Radford; on the south by the river Trent and
the Meadows in the alluvial valley  thereof; and on the north and
north-cast by the high and sparsely populated country forming part
of the old Sherwood forest. With the exception of the district
called the Meadows, which comprises the land between the south
escarpment of the hills and the river Trent, which is low and liable
to be flooded, the town, generally, has undulating surfaces, some of

which are somewhat steep, the rainfall rapidly passes away from the
ground and floods over two watersheds into the valleys, known as the
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Beck and the Leen, before reaching the Trent. The level of the
summer water of the river Trent, at the Nottingham bridge, is 67
feet above mean or half tide level at Full, The centre of the town
about 53 feet above the aforesaid Trent level, and the highest
point of the borough at the north-cast end is about 353 feet above

that level. Though the area of the borough comprises no less than
1996 acres, 2
that part which is inhabited has its population unequally distributed.
The class of houses also varies very much in the different parts of
1 of the town
was completely surrounded by commonable lands which could not

large portion of the land is as yet not built upon, and

the town.  Before the year 1845, the inhabited porti

be built on, it hence became very overcrowded. Building operations
were confined within the borough limits, and in consequence “back-

to-back™ houses, of which 8aoo still remain, were constructed in large
ds and alleys, which were

me numerous.  In 1845, however, an Act

numbers, and narrow unvenilated
densely populated, be
was passed for enclosing and building on the commonable lands.
Commissioners were appointed to carry the act into execution, and
thus what is known s the New Town sprung up around the Old
Town. Those who were con
doubtless having in view the evils which arose from the building of
high back-to-back houses in the narrow sirects of the Old Town, re-
solved to introduce clauses which should render the erection of such

cerned with the framing of this Act,

dwellings impossible.  In their ansiety to guard against (his par-
ticular evil, they rushed into the other extreme.  Thus the Act con-
tains certain provisions which necessitate the construction of buildings
ofa
at least three bedrooms above the ground floor, and an attached

yard or garden extending to at least 30 feet from the dwelling.

somewhat superior class; each house being required to have

These and other limitations, as will be seen hereafter, have proved
serious obstacles to the natural growth of the town.

The borough is divided for registration purposes irto seven Wards,
Tt will be convenient here to enter into a brief description of each
of them separately.
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SH(E;;‘?)??:;;""Z:';’:’; Males, 68415 Ol Tova’ 5,209

e Females, ,189; New Town, 13,723
Number of Inhabited Houses, 3,253
Claracter of Houses, Villa Residences  New Enclosure houses:

Back-to-back houses.

Gomprises  very small portion of the OId Town: part of this,
howeser, which cousists of a block of buildings lying between the
Long Row and Parliament Street, forms a specimen of some of ts
worst localties,  Tor the rest, the Ward s composed almost entirely
of good streets, lined with houses of various descriptions and sizes,
the smallest of which conform to the requirements of the New
Enclosure Act. From the Market-place it stretches away in a
direction due porth, having a portion of Park Ward and the Parish
of Radford abutting it on the west, and being divided from its
neighbour, St. Ano's Ward, on the east, by the Mansfield Road.
Tts northern Timit is the part known as the Forest. One of the
most notable featares in this Ward i, that it contains two fine large
open spaces—one of which s the beautiful recreation ground known
25 the Arboretum, and the other the General Cemetery. There is
also a smaller space, which is not yet buile on, and which is at
present used. as @ Cattle Market, As regards soil and elevation
the position of the Ward is most fayourable, the whole of it being
on the Sandstone rock, which siscs almost continuously to a con-
sderable height, at its northern extremity, the Fores

(a) The section comprised. in tho 01 Town, is here intendel only fo include
thab porton of Sherwood Wos that Jies bebscon tho Market Place and Paria-
ment Strect. A Tong tongue of tho old pact o this Ward stretohes avay to the
sovth, but, a3 i was impossible {0 reckon the population of this part scparately,
it hns beon necessarily included with the new.

(6) The torm  Villa Residences” is meaat to denote all Bouses of & superior
class, inhabited by people who employ domestio

() "The term New Enclosure Houses” is meant,to include all hoso Louscs
of such sizo as only just to comply with the requirements of the Act. They are
ocoupied almost exclusively by artisans and fuctory opero




[image: image5.jpg]Males, 11,290: Old Town, 9,549.
Females, 12,039 New Town, 14,680,

(1861), 20,079, (1871),

ST, ANN— Population {
24,220,

Number of Inhatited Houses, 4,810.

Character of Houses : Back-to-back. New Enclosure. Few Villa
Residences. Garden dwellings.*

This Ward may be divided into two parts, which would be
scparated by a line drawn through Huntingdon Street, St. Michael
Street, and skirting St. Michael's Recreation Ground and St. Mary's
Cemetery. On the south-west side of such a line lies the old part
of the town, with its narrow, densely-populated streets and back-to-
back houses, on the other lies that portion of the Ward that has
been built since the pasing of the Enclosure Act, In the old part
of this Ward is the Union; in the new part, the Coppice Asylum.
The temporary Small-pox Hospital was also built on the confines of
the Old Town.

BYRON—Population (1861),  Males, G,ga7:  Old Town, 8,563.
14,673. (1871), 15,041. | Females, 8,114: New Town, 6,478.

Number of uhabited Houses, 3,237.
Character of Houses : Bad

to-back. New Enclosure.

Like its neighbour, St. Ann, may be divided into two parts, by
aline drawn through Bath Street down to the Southwell Road,
but the portion which lies (o the cast of this road, and which is in
the New Enclosure, is of very much smaller extent.

The whole of the district comprised by these two Wards is of
good clevation, but differs from the rest of the town in regard toits
geological position ; all that portion which is situated in the New
Enclosure being on the “Clayfield.” The stratum which consti-
tutes this is composed of the soft sandstone and marls of the lower

() Thoso which are used as dwellings are situated in *the Gardens” towards
the Coppice.
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Keuper—it s generally known as skerry "—and is remarkable for
the distinetness of its stratification and the consequent facility with
which liquids may make their way horizontally between its lamina.*

Tt will be understood from the above description of the limits of
these Wards that they contain a large area to the north-east (about
Blue-bell Hill), which has not yet been built on, and which repre-
sents one of the chief growing parts of the Borough.

Males, 3,139.

(1861), 6,659 (1871):) Females, 5,657

ST. MARY — Population
6,796. {

Number of Inhabited Houses, 1,552+
Character of Houses: Chiefly Back-to-back.

The inhabited portion of this district is situated entirely in the
Old Town. Tt extends, it is true, down to the siver Trent, but
none of the lower portion s built on, the premises of the Great
Northern Railway occupying part of it, and the rest, which is
Known as the Easteroft, consisting of cultivated meadows belonging
to the Corporation. It consists wholly, then, of the Old Town, and
the great majority of its inhabited houses resemble those found in
i original parts of Byron and St. Ann’s Wards.

(1861), 8,964 (1871),
11,068

Temales, 5,069 New Town, 6,047.

EXCHANG E—Population {Muk-:, 5,69:  Old Town, 5,621.

Number of Inhalited Hotses, 2,268,

(9 To will bo remennbered thaf, unil ately, water from surfuce wlls sitwato
in this strafum, and in dangerous proximity to the Middens, was used for drinking
purposes, At my suggestion you direvted their uso o bo discontinucd.
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(1861), 6,823. (1871), { Females, 4,236: New Town, 1,433.
7755

Numler of Inhalited Houses, 1,730.

Character of Houses in botl Wards : Back-to-back. New Enclosure
Houses (200 of which below flood level). Few Villa Residences.

CASTLE — Population {Mnle‘, 5519: Ol Town, 6,322,

These two Wards together occupy the southern portion of the
town, commencing at the Market P
as the Midland Railway Line. Canal Street, which runs due east
st, may be looked upon as the boundary line, separating the
inal parts of the Wards from their newer divisions on the south,
which are situated in the district known as  the Meadows.”

It has been stated above that the Meadows,” in the
alluvial bed of the Trent, formed the southern boundary of the
town. Nearly the whole of this tract is situated below the flood-
Tevel of the river, and is, conscquently, during a great part of the
year inder water. In framing the “ New Enclosure Act” this

nd extending about as far

and wi

important circumstance was apparently overlooked, and it was
omitted to introduce clauses by which it would have been possible
" to have prevented the building of houses below the level of the
flood.  As a result of this a large number of buildings have
s of which are, during a great
undated, and their inhabitants are not

been erected, the basement stori
vely i
only liable to the immense inconvenience which a flood gives rise
to, but are living on a soil, which, from being but slightly above the
ordinary Trent level, i

part of the year, po

n a constant state of saturation.

As the outlying part of St. Ann's Ward represents the growth of
Nottingham on the east, so it is in the direction of “ the Meadows
that its increase takes place on the south. Tis vicinity to the river
and the Clifion Collieries will probably render the neighbourhood
ere long a very populous one.  But if the rapidity of its growth s to
remain unchecked, it wi

be imperative that such regulations be
made es will ensure every house being above the flood level; in no
ide for the health and comfort

other way will it be possible o pro
of the inhabitants.



[image: image8.jpg]9

PARK—Population (1861), { Males, 2,127+ Old part, 4,323.

5,023, (1871), §102. {Famal:s, 2,975+ New part/ 779.
Number of Tnhabited Houses, 1,061
Character of Houses - Villa Residences and Back-to-back.

This Ward, though entirely situate in the original Town, is capable
of a natural division into two parts. The one consisting of fine
broad streets, lined with houses of a very superior class, lies to the
west of Park Row; the other (with which also must be included
that small portion of the Ward which lies to-the north side of
the Derby Road), lying to the east of Park Row, includes buildings
very much of the same deseription as those in the rest of the Old
Town.

SEWERAGE.

“The town is well off in this respect. The sewers are of good
construction, and are now adequately ventilated. There are, how-
ever, a considerable number of streets that still remain wnsewered.
The houses that are situated in “ the Meadows,” below the level of the
flood, cannot of course be said to be properly sewered; in fact, in

\winter time, when the river overflows its banks, and the sewage
necessarily gets backed up the sewers, the basement storics of these
houses become actually filled with drainage.

(/) Tncludes Wellington ircus, Osford aud Regent Strets.





