
Instructions 

 

cut out 

©
 2

00
8 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
N

ot
tin

gh
am

. A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.  

Pe
rm

is
si

on
 is

 g
ra

nt
ed

 t
o 

m
ak

e 
co

pi
es

 o
f 

th
is

 d
oc

um
en

t 
fo

r 
ed

uc
at

io
na

l p
ur

po
se

s 
on

ly
, p

ro
vi

de
d 

th
at

 t
hi

s 
co

py
rig

ht
 n

ot
ic

e 
is

 r
ep

ro
du

ce
d 

in
 fu

ll.
 

ot
he

r 
ve

rs
io

ns
 a

re
 a

va
ila

bl
e

on
 o

ur
 w

eb
si

te
...

Contact Information:
www.nottingham.ac.uk/nanocarbon
www.qipirc.org

www.lsri.nottingham.ac.uk/Students/M_McFall.php     
Design by Dan Marsh & Matthew McFall, 2008

Nottingham Nanocarbon Group

The Thaumatrope: 
Entanglement of States
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*** print on card ***

turn over, 
fold in half,

& stick together

punch two holes
& attach two
rubber bands

The word thaumatrope comes from the Greek for ‘wonder’ and ‘turn’. 
The earliest known description is in Philosophy in Sport (1827) by 
Dr. J. A. Paris, Fellow of the Royal Society. In this remarkable book, 
eighteen different designs are mentioned.

Rather wonderfully, there is some disagreement about how the 
thaumatrope actually works...

pull on both ends,
and make it spin.

Watch what 
happens...


