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By LORNA HUGHES

A COIN thought to provide
further proof of Wirral’s Vik-
ing links turned out to be an
elaborate forgery.

Some of the world’s leading
Viking experts were taken in
by the coin, which was dis-
covered by a metal detecting
enthusiast in Neston in 2005.

It was thought to be a genu-
ine Viking coin from Olaf
Guthfrithsson, King of York,
dated at AD941, complete
with the King’s raven em-
blem.

The find helped reinforce
already strong evidence pla-
cing the Battle of of Brun-
anburh - the most important
of Viking battles with the
English - in Wirral.

The coin was catalogued
and published in 2006 in the
British Numismatics Journal
and then widely referenced.

But Dr. Mark Blackburn of
the Fitzwilliam Museum in
Cambridge became suspi-
cious when a similar coin was
spotted on eBay.

Viking coin
is a forgery

Fakes no later than 19th century

He purchased the coin and
sent both coins for detailed
metallurgical analysis by Dr
Peter Northover of Oxford
University’s Materials Char-
acterisation Services.

The tests revealed that both
coins were relatively recent
forgeries, dating from no
earlier than the 19th Cen-
tury.

Wirral's Prof Steve Harding
of the University of Notting-
ham and Dr. David Griffiths
of the University of Oxford,
who blog on the Wirral News
website, said all they could do
was “smile ruefully”.

Both experts will now have
to rewrite sections of their
books on Viking history.

Prof Harding said: “It fooled
everyone. It appeared to be an
very interesting find in its
own right and fitted with oth-
er important Viking pieces
found nearby such as the Ne-
ston Viking cross fragments
and a silver ingot found at
Ness.

“Olaf Guthfithsson was the
Viking leader from Dublin
who fought at the battle of
Brunanburh in AD937.

“Most experts believe it
took place on Wirral and it
was intriguing that a coin
minted four years later
should pop up on Wirral.

“It is also unfortunate in
that we included a whole page
photograph of the coin in our
new book on Viking DNA:
The Wirral and West Lan-
cashire Project!".

Dr Griffiths also refers to it
in his book on the Vikings of
the Irish Sea.

Prof Harding said other
evidence pointing to the sig-
nificant presence of Vikings
in Wirral was “beyond ques-
tion”.

He is publishing a book on
the Battle of Brunanburh
later this year with Notting-
ham colleague Dr. Paul Cavill.
He said: “The coin will def-
initely not be in!”

@ The “Viking” coin found in Neston in 2005. Image used with

permission of the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge; insets, the
coin’s reverse side; Prof Stephen Harding Code NA

Battle was
described as
‘important as
Hastings’

THE Battle of Brunanburh
in AD937 was described by
BBC historian Neil Oliver as
"important as Hastings".

It "aimed to settle once and
for all whether Britain
would be controlled by a
single Imperial power or
remain several separate
kingdoms.

Despite its importance in
shaping the history of
Britain its location has been

argued about for many

years, even though

Brunanburh happens to be

the old name for

Bromborough.

Most experts — including
the English Place Name
Society —- now believe the
battle took place on Wirral.

The other place mentioned

in the contemporary poem
written about the battle is
Dingesmere - the coastal
place of escape — which
Steve Harding, Paul Cavill
and Judith Jesch have
identified as “the mere or
marshland waters
associated with the "Thing"
or Viking Parliament of
Thingwall”.

They have suggested it
may be along the coastal
stretch near Sheldrakes
restaurant in Lower Heswall
or Heswall Point.

Find the Viking blog
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Law including children related matters, financial
disputes, change of name. Each case is treated
individually with understanding and friendly advice in
a manner which can be easily understood.
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The North West’s
Premier For Fun

21st March Monday to Friday, 1pm - 5pm, Conway Park Campus.
This course is for people who are applying for British Citizenship and satisfies
Home Office requirements for ESOL with Citizenship Context. It is accredited by a
recognised awarding body (Edexcel).

Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) - Taster course
Friday 25th March or 8th April, 9am - 5pm, Conway Park Campus.
This is a fun and informative introduction to TEFL teaching, delivered over two
consecutive Fridays. The course is designed to help you gain the confidence
you need to start teaching English to speakers of other languages. Ideal for
‘gap year’ students who wish to earn some money whilst overseas or as a
‘taster’ for participants who would like to progress.

For further information contact Learner Services - 0151 551 7777 or visit our website www.wmc.ac.uk

at Wirral Metropolitan College
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