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Pilgrimage is
historic Viking links

marking
a Slein
Thue from

the flag of

land lo start
the annual
St Olav Wk-
ralViking
Walk irom Sl

St Helen's

Neston to
Chest€r

WA!{ERS fro|rt !cm.o th!
courty lolnd a|e d|||uat sr
olaY wl|rd vlklng walk nom

€tdr to Cn€tei
the 13-nite trek stad;d out

rrom the histo.ic St Malys and
St Hel€n's chuft!, in Neston,
whtch is famouE for its \tikinE
buial stone dd finished at si
Olav's clurd !r Cbester

The pilsrimase is held adh
year to @memorate St OtaV
the ltiking Saint" dd Datron
saint ofscaDdinavia, and to cel-
ebate Wirral's Lin}! witb the

It lvas led by Norwa/s St Olav
pikrim lriest KjeU Skarterha,
gen ad Ralkm iniluded
seasoned st. olav's pilgdm
stein T'hue liom'ft ondheih

Stein, who ir autho. or the
book On the P gdm Way tD
Tmndleim, said: "t ihor.
oucny enjoyed taling pan in
this yea St. Olavs walk and I
feei that the connection betwen
Wfml and NoNay has b@n

sian of the vlkbg Exhibition
in Chester orsrni€ed by Liz
Royl6 f.om Meols, Kee!€r of
Medieval Arch@locy at the

OlsiaEies St€{,e Eading
and Dan Robinson ar€ Dow con-
sidering extending dext year,s
to two ilays with the first day
starting off at St. Bridgets
chuch in West Kfnv arother
church st@r'€d in Vikins rm-
dition.

A recent genetic suraey of
men ftoD old Wirral and old
West Iancashire fmilies hs
shom tlrat u! to 5o'lo of the
DNA mixt@ of botll popula-
tions is Smdinavian in origin_
The rexlls were revealed in
2008 aDd a book on the fndings,
by Steve Harding Mark Jobling
ard TuI.i Kins. wiu be pub-
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