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                                                                       DRAFT

Overview: Construction of the project environment started in September with the appointment of a Project Support Officer (Peter Rowlett) on a full-time, 3-month contract to develop the web-based structure of the learning environment and to assemble initial project materials. Module materials for the first-year year Engineering Mathematics module HG1M01 (Calculus for Engineers) was in place for the start of the Session to monitor first-hand experiences of student use. A part-time Project Support Assistant (Claire Chambers) will start in January for the duration of the two-year project to help with the preparation of project materials, evaluation, dissemination and administrative aspects. Peter will be retained on a day-consultancy basis and for a two-month period in Summer 2003 in readiness for initiating Year 2 project enhancements.

As a content management system, WebCT underpins the environment although BlackBoard has been evaluated and most features can be readily duplicated; a comparison report paper is available.

Technical support on the use, implementation and registration issues have been provided by Suzanne Wright and Barry Wood, graphical design for the introduction animation and graphical features by Colleen McCants and overall guidance by Bob Hatfield (ISD-Learning Group).

Development: The MELEES site has been developed on:

ACS – WebCT Server


- hosts the University-based WebCT environment

Mathematical Sciences Server
- hosts the introductory screens, help file system and email

Project PC



- holds all project materials and copies of files on the servers

Software currently used include:

WebCT

- managing web-delivery, managing students, etc

Dreamweaver

- creating HTML files for upload

Adobe 5.0 suite
- file formatting, particularly to pdf format for upload

Mathtype

- editor for mathematical expressions for Web display

The full site (http://www.maths.nottingham.ac.uk/melees) is password protected in three levels of access - Instructor, Teaching Assistant, Student. An unprotected sample version of the environment that gives a ‘look and feel’ is given by (http://www.maths.nottingham.ac.uk/melees/sample). A feature of the project is to provide ready access for module staff and secretarial staff to readily manage module materials and an extensive Help file system is an integral part (http://www.maths.nottingham.ac.uk/melees/help).

Evaluation: Initial evaluation of the use of MELEES for the student cohort (65 students) on the module HG1M01 will be conducted by email, following the examination period to include comments related to the revision materials.

Dissemination: A presentation has been made to a School Meeting (December) and technical meeting with module conveners whose modules are to be included in the Spring Semester. A paper on MELEES has been accepted for the Mathematical Education of Engineers Conference (April 2003).

Work for the next 3 months: Current WebCT system will be updated  to Campus edition. Provide support for 5 further modules in the Spring Semester. Expand the support materials for students and staff members. Arrange a dissemination meeting with representatives (Steering Group) members from the seven Client Schools for Mathematics Service Teaching.

Contact: email:melees@nottingham.ac.uk

