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Foreword

Welcome to our latest edition of the School of Pharmacy Journal, a collection of publications, news items and press releases from September and
October, 2013. This has been another period of significant outputs across a broad spectrum of research areas.

Highlights include a paper in Science Translational Medicine "Oral treatment targeting the unfolded protein response prevents neurodegeneration
and clinical disease in prion-infected mice" which reports an orally-administered compound to blocks a build-up of misfolded proteins in the brains
of mice with prion disease and prevents neurodegeneration in the mice. This might eventually aid the development of drugs to treat people
suffering from dementias and neurodegenerative diseases. This project is a collaboration with the MRC Toxicology Unit, Hodgkin Building,
University of Leicester which discovered the pathway. An NAR Breakthrough Article "The double PHD finger domain of MOZ/MYST3 induces
a-helical structure of the histone H3 tail to facilitate acetylation and methylation sampling and modification" reports four crystal structures of
histone H3 tails in complex with chromatin regulatory adapter protein MOZ (monocytic leukaemia zinc finger protein). This is the first reported
observation of an extensive helical structure in a histone tail, revealing the inherent ability of the H3 tail to adopt alternate conformations in

complex with chromatin regulators.
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