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This template can be used by researchers to gain informed consent to conduct research that collects data from people using questionnaires, observations, interviews, diaries, focus groups, video recordings, etc. It pays particular attention to ensure that research data can be curated and made available for future use, as well as addressing all standard GDPR requirements of a consent form. 
Online surveys should start with the information normally included in the information sheet, followed by a (required) checkbox indicating that the subject has read and understood the provided information and agrees to complete the survey on that basis. Return of a questionnaire without the checkbox being completed can be taken as implied consent however.  [NB. For anonymous online surveys no signed consent is required.]
You must adapt this template to the requirements of your particular study, using the notes and suggestions provided.
Notes:

1. Black text forms the standard content of the consent form.

2. Insert or delete specific information in the highlighted text.

3. Text notes in [ ] provide guidance only and are to be removed in the final consent form.

4. Blue text indicates optional statements to add.
Please delete this blue section from your consent form before submission for review.
School of Politics & International Relations
Participant Consent Form
Name of Study: 

Name of Researcher(s):






 
Name of Participant:

	By signing this form I confirm that (please initial the appropriate boxes):
	Initials

	I have read and understood the Participant Information Sheet, or it has been read to me. I have been able to ask questions about the study and my questions have been answered to my satisfaction.
	

	I consent voluntarily to be a participant in this study and understand that I can refuse to answer questions and I can withdraw from the study at any time, without having to give a reason.
	

	Taking part in this study involves an interview/a focus group/observations/a survey questionnaire completed by the participant/enumerator that will be recorded using audio/video/written notes. [For audio or video recordings, indicate whether these will be transcribed as text, and whether the recording will be destroyed.]
	

	That data from interview audio or video recordings may be transcribed by an external transcription provider (subject to a confidentiality agreement)
	

	Personal information collected about me that can identify me, such as my name or where I live, will not be shared beyond the study team.
	

	My words can be quoted in publications, reports, web pages and other research outputs. 
	

	I give permission for the de-identified (anonymised) data that I provide to be used for future research and learning.
	


I agree to take part in the study
______________________
______________________
    
________________
Name of Participant


Signature 




Date        
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For participants unable to sign their name, mark the box instead of signing

I have witnessed the accurate reading of the consent form with the potential participant and the individual has had the opportunity to ask questions. I confirm that the individual has given consent freely.

______________________
______________________
    
________________

Name of Witness


Signature 




Date        


______________________
______________________    

________________
Researcher’s name 


Signature 




Date        


2 copies: 1 for the participant, 1 for the project file 
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