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The Rights Lab delivers research to help end modern slavery. We are the world’s largest group 

of modern slavery researchers, and home to many leading modern slavery experts. Through our 

five research programmes, we deliver new and cutting-edge research that provides rigorous 

data, evidence and discoveries for the global antislavery effort. Our Modern Slavery Evidence 

Unit is the interface between the Rights Lab research programmes and civil society, business 

and government: it works closely with stakeholders to address their evidence gaps. More 

information about the Rights Lab is available at: www.nottingham.ac.uk/rights-lab.  

The COVID-19 pandemic and the measures being undertaken to slow its pace and effect have 

short, medium and long term impacts on the problem of modern slavery. We have developed an 

early-stage research agenda for anti-slavery responses to COVID-19, and a call for a coordinated, 

systematic and inter-disciplinary research effort. Our research agenda for COVID-19 is available 

at: www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-excellence/rights-lab/covid-19/index.aspx. 

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

This submission was prepared by Dr Katarina Schwarz (Rights Lab Associate Director – Law and 

Policy), with expert input from Dr Andrea Nicholson (Nottingham Research Fellow in Survivor 

Voices), Dr Akilah Jardine (Research Fellow in Antislavery Business and Communities), Dr 

Alison Gardner (Rights Lab Associate Director – Communities and society), Arianne Griffith 

(Senior Research and Policy Fellow), Hannah Lerigo-Stephens (Monitoring, Evaluation and 

Learning Manager for business), Vicky Brotherton (Policy Engagement Manager), and Dr 

Jessica Sparks (Rights Lab Associate Director – Ecosystems and Environment).  
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Human rights obligations related to modern slavery 

 

 

 

 

 

Derogation in times of emergency 

 



The implications of COVID-19 response measures on modern slavery 

Submission by the Rights Lab, University of Nottingham 
 

 

Changing patterns of abuse and exploitation 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-52129128
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_740877.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_740877.pdf
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Identification of victims 

 

 

Access to assistance and support 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-52157620
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https://www.unseenuk.org/news/95
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/democratic-governance/human-rights-due-diligence-and-covid-19-rapid-self-assessment-for-business.html
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/democratic-governance/human-rights-due-diligence-and-covid-19-rapid-self-assessment-for-business.html
https://strasbourgobservers.com/2020/04/07/positive-obligations-in-crisis/
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