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Covid-19 and Covid-related restrictions appear to have had a less-
significant impact on cases handled by the Forced Marriage Unit 
(FMU) with India as the “focus country”. The decrease in cases is 
less significant than the decrease in total cases, and also the 

decrease in cases for other “focus countries”.1  

 

A significant change can be seen in the proportion of female 
victims compared to pre-pandemic years. This may suggest an 
unequal impact of Covid-19 and Covid-related restrictions on 
women and girls in 2020. 
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1 Somalia: 
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-
excellence/rights-lab/resources/reports-and-
briefings/2021/november/somalia-case-study.pdf.  
Bangladesh: 
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-
excellence/rights-lab/resources/reports-and-
briefings/2021/november/bangladesh-case-study.pdf  
Pakistan: 
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-
excellence/rights-lab/resources/reports-and-
briefings/2021/october/briefing-pakistan-case-study.pdf 
2 This is an update from the ESRC-funded project (ES/V015270/1) 
investigating the impact of Covid-19 and Covid-related decision-
making on forced marriage in the UK. 
3 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics-2020/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2020 
4 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/forced-marriage.  
5 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics-2020/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2020  
6 See data available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics.  
7 For more on this see, for example, Sundari Anitha and Aisha Gill, 
‘Coercion, Consent and the Forced Marriage Debate in the UK’, 
Feminist Legal Studies 17(2) (2004), 165-184 and ‘A Moral Panic? 
The Problematisation of Forced Marriage in British Newspapers’, 
Violence Against Women 21(9) (2015), 1123-1144.  
8 https://www.ethnicity-facts-
figures.service.gov.uk/summaries/indian-ethnic-group#population  
9https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populatio
nandmigration/internationalmigration/articles/internationalmigrantsi
nenglandandwales/2012-12-11  
10 See data available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics.  
11 See https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-
excellence/rights-lab/resources/reports-and-
briefings/2021/july/impact-of-covid-19-on-calls-to-the-forced-
marriage-unit.pdf.  
12 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics-2020/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2020  

13 It is worth noting that this decline in cases handled does not 
necessarily mean a decline in actual cases. We have no baseline 
prevalence data to work with, only data of calls made to the FMU. 
Cases they handle may be declining because forced marriage 
itself is becoming less common, or because potential victims are 
finding it harder (even before the pandemic) to contact the FMU.  
14 See https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-

excellence/rights-lab/resources/reports-and-
briefings/2021/july/impact-of-covid-19-on-calls-to-the-forced-
marriage-unit.pdf. 
15 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/forced-marriage-unit-

statistics-2020/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2020.  
16 See data available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics.  
17 See data available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics.  
18 See data available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics. 
19 See data available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics.  
20 See data available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics. 
21 See data available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics.  
22 https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1606637; 
https://travelbans.org/asia/india/.  
23 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-51917562; 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-on-
coronavirus-16-march-2020; 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/travel-advice-foreign-
secreatary-statement-17-march-2020;  
24 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-secretary-
announces-new-public-health-measures-for-all-uk-arrivals; 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-at-the-
coronavirus-press-conference-3-june-2020; 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-
statement-on-coronavirus-covid-19-3-july-2020. 
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