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The Forced Marriage Unit released its data for 2020 on 1 July 2021. They 
gave advice and support to 753 cases of forced marriage in 2020.2 This is 
half the number of cases from 2018, and 56% of the number of cases 
handled in 2019. 

Further analysis shows that cases reduced evenly across the board. 

That is, Covid-19 and Covid-related restrictions do not seem to have 
unequally impacted any particular type of case handled by the 
Forced Marriage Unit. 
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1 This is an update for the ESRC-funded project ES/V015270/1 

assessing the impact of Covid-19 and Covid-related decision-
making on forced marriage in the UK. 
2 The FMU handled 753 cases of forced marriage, 3 
additional cases of FGM associated with forced marriage 
and 6 cases of FGM. See 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/forced-marriage-
unit-statistics-2020/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2020.  
3 The FMU’s contact number is +44 (0) 20 7008 0151) and it is 
open 9am-5pm, Monday to Friday. 24/7 assistance is available by 
contacting the nearest overseas Embassy, High Commission or 
Consulate, or by calling 020 7008 5000.  
4 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics-2020/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2020. 
5 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics-2020/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2020 
6 Another is data from relevant helplines. For more information on 
which, see our report on the impact of Covid-19 and Covid-related 
decision-making on calls to the national helpine for forced 
marriage. Another is the number of Forced Marriage Protection 
Orders granted each year, on which we will publish initial findings 
soon.  
7 Based on analysis of 2020 statistics, which include data for 
previous years. Available at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics. 
8 Based on analysis of FMU statistics available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics-2020/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2020. 
9 See https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/forced-marriage-
unit-statistics-2020/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2020. 

10 The first year this data was shared.  
11 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics-2020/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2020. 
12 Described, in different years, as East Anglia, East of England, 
and East, but treated here as the same region.  
13 Northern Ireland accounts for fewer than 5 cases in total in 2020, 
and similarly small numbers in other years. The percentage is so 
small as to be negligible, but is not exactly 0. It is also worth noting 
that this does not necessarily mean there are hardly any forced 
marriages, only that they do not come to the attention of the 
Forced Marriage Unit.  
14 See note 13.  
15 The information in the FMU statistics on “focus country” does not 
disaggregate between forced marriage and FGM, so these 
countries include the 6 FGM-only cases.  
16 See https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/forced-marriage-
unit-statistics-2020/forced-marriage-unit-statistics-2020. 
17 Data has not been shared for earlier years.  
18 There is no data provided for 2011, 2012, 2013 or 2014.  
19 See data available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/forced-marriage-unit-
statistics. “MP” in 2019 was <5 – for ease of visual representation 
we have put this in the figure as “1”.  
20 See https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-
excellence/rights-lab/resources/reports-and-
briefings/2021/september/briefing-impact-of-covid-19-on-forced-
marriage.pdf 
21 See https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-
excellence/rights-lab/resources/reports-and-
briefings/2021/july/forced-marriage-and-covid-19.pdf.  
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