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The number of forced marriages handled by the UK Forced Marriage Unit (FMU) where 
Afghanistan was the “focus country” decreased significantly in 2020. There were 56% of 
the number of cases in 2019, and 73% of those in 2018.  

The decrease may have been due to Covid-19 and Covid-related restrictions. However, it 
may have been due to other events in Afghanistan in 2020 (e.g. ongoing violence, and disputed 

elections).  

No particular type of forced marriage case seems to have been specifically affected by Covid-19 

and Covid-related restrictions. That is, no noticeable impacts can be seen on the sex, age or 
location of victims.  

A similar percentage of victims were in the UK when their situation came to the attention of the 
FMU as in 2019 and 2018: fewer than 5 individuals were already in Afghanistan in 2020 (around 
50% of the figure for 2019 and 2018). This may mean fewer people were taken abroad in 2020.  
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