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PREFACE

N the early days of the English Place-name Society, the
IRev. Armitage Goodall, whose book on the Place-names of
South-West Yorkshire had already been accepted as a valuable
and authoritative work upon northern place-names, placed at
the disposal of the editors of the Society his collections for a
similar volume upon the Place-names of the East Riding of
Yorkshire. This work on East Riding place-names was planned
on the lines of Mr Goodall’s earlier volume, and in addition to
including a considerable amount of material, it also contained
suggestions for the etymologies of many of the major names of
the Riding and provided valuable suggestions for the elucidation
of the more difficult problems, as well as useful parallel material.
It was a piece of work that simplified the Director’s task in the
preparation of the Chief Elements in English Place-names. At an
early stage it was clear, however, that the scope of the Society’s
volumes extended beyond that contemplated by Mr Goodall
when he prepared the draft of his own work, and it was also clear
that the collections of material would have to be considerably
enlarged to bring the volume into line with the rest of the
Society’s publications. At an early stage it was also evident that
the gradual accumulation of comparative material in this country,
as in Scandinavia, had to some extent modified the earlier views
on the study of place-names generally. We are, however, under
a great obligation to Mr Goodall for his generous gift to the
Society.

We are under similar obligations to Professor E. V. Gordon.
Professor Gordon had himself intended to prepare a study of
East Riding place-names for the Society and he had already
made some collections from early printed and unprinted docu-
ments. These collections, together with many useful etymo-
logical notes, were placed at our disposal by him and they
have proved to be of great value. Professor Gordon has retained
his interest in the place-names of this area and throughout the
production of the present volume he has constantly offered his
advice, and in reading the proofs he has made many 1llummatmg

suggestions.
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I should also express my gratitude to Professor Bruce Dickins
who has read the proofs with his usual care and insight and who
has put himself to great trouble in providing parallels and
suggestions for many of the cruces of this volume.

I have had many helpers in the East Riding itself. T'o Mrs
Espinasse, of University College, Hull, T am indebted for or-
ganising the collection of modern field-names. She spent a great
deal of time in the gathering of this material and she was able
to provide me with very useful analyses of the field-names.
Mrs Espinasse also read the proofs of the volume and I am
grateful to her for this, as for all her other good offices. In this
connexion I should also thank Mr P. F. Whitehead, the Educa-
tion Officer of the East Riding, Mr A. E. Morgan, formerly
Principal of University College, Hull, and Mr Sherard Vines,
Professor of English in University College, Hull, all of whom
assisted materially in the organising of the collection of field-
names. To the schoolmasters and schoolmistresses and the
children who collaborated with Mrs Espinasse I should express
my thanks for their work. It may be disappointing that so little
of this field-name collection appears in the present volume, but
the value of field-names is always determined by local conditions,
and until those collections are made, it is impossible to forecast
what their final value may be. Nevertheless, the material will
prove of use in other branches of philology.

Many other helpers have assisted the Survey in one way or
another:

Mr G. R. Armstrong of Beverley has provided me with many
notes upon Beverley street-names and 1 am grateful to him for
information upon problems of local antiquarian interest.

To Dr C. E. N. Bromehead of the Geological Survey I am
indebted for advice.

Dr B. G. Charles provided a good many Welsh references and
I have had the advantage of seeing the proofs of his forthcoming
Non-Celtic Place-names in Wales.

Mr Charles Clay gave me much detailed information on several
antiquarian problems that arose in the preparation of the volume.

Mr T. P. Cooper of York allowed me the use of his collections
of notes on York street-names. This proved of great assistance
and I am grateful to him.
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To Professor Sir William Craigie, F.B.A., I am indebted for
several etymological suggestions.

Professor Max Forster has provided me with several biblio-
graphical references.

The Rev. Canon F. Harrison gave me valuable assistance in
connexion with documents in York.

Mr J. W. F. Hill advised me upon some Lincolnshire problems
which arose in connexion with the East Riding.

Mr T. Joys of Bridlington gave me considerable help in
matters of local topography and upon the local pronunciations
of many of the names and I am also indebted to him for help in

other ways.
To Miss K. Major I am grateful for some parallel material

from Lincolnshire.

Dr O. K. Schram has again provided us with illustrative
material from his collections for Norfolk.

To Mr L. S. Selle of Hull I am indebted for much useful
local information.

Mr L. M. Stanewell, Records Clerk of Hull Corporation,
gave me considerable help in dealing with the street-names of the
City of Hull. He not only made easy for me access to many
important documents, but from his own great knowledge of the
antiquities of Hull, he led me directly to the solution of many
difficulties.

To my colleagues, Professor W. B. R. King, Professor C. B.
Fawecett and Professor E. J. Salisbury, all of University College,
London, I am indebted for advice upon the topographical
problems of the East Riding.

The Society has been fortunate in having enjoyed the co-
operation of various scholars interested in Scandinavian place-
names, and this, in a county where Scandinavian influence is so
strong as it is in the East Riding, has proved exceedingly valuable.
Dr Gunnar Knudsen and Mr K. Hald of the Danish Place-name
Survey in Copenhagen, Professor J. Sahlgren of the Swedish
Place-name Survey in Uppsala, and Professor E. Ekwall of Lund
and the late Professor R. E. Zachrisson of Uppsala have all read
the proofs of this volume and have contributed very many valu-
able suggestions and have constantly pointed out Scandinavian
parallels, which have proved of considerable importance. I have
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also had opportunities of discussing many of the problems
personally with some of these scholars and there is no doubt
that co-operation of this kind, which has always been one of the
aims of the Society, is one of the surest approaches to the
solution of many of our difficulties. I am indeed grateful to
them for their help.

Amongst other scholars who have read proofs of the volume
I am particularly indebted to Mr T. Sheppard of Hull, who, in
addition, provided me with much local information, not only
through his own books, but also in answer to particular problems
which were put to him from time to time; to Mr R. M. Wilson,
who also gave me much information on the topography and local
pronunciations of the East Riding; to Mr J. E. B. Gover, the
sub-editor of the Society, who assisted me considerably by
checking forms in the Public Record Office and elsewhere and
made helpful etymological suggestions; and to my colleague,
Mr F. Norman, who put at my disposal his great knowledge of
the early Germanic languages.

To Miss A. M. Armstrong I am indebted for the Indexes, and
much of the uniformity of reference throughout the volume is
due to her careful reading of the proofs.

I have to express a sense of great personal gratitude to Sir
Allen Mawer and Professor F. M. Stenton, the editors of the
Society. The normal duties of editors of volumes of this kind are
always a task of magnitude, and a mere mention of their names
on the half-title of a volume, or an inadequate expression of
thanks in a preface can never be commensurate with the acknow-
ledgement that is actually due to them. An unfortunate forced
absence on my part, when this volume was half way through the
press, threw an additional burden of labour upon Sir Allen
Mawer and it is due entirely to his ready help in taking over
duties which should normally have been the author’s that this
volume is no later in appearing than it is. For this reason my
gratitude to him is all the greater. To him and to Professor
Stenton I am indebted for many valuable suggestions, and to
Professor Stenton in particular I am grateful for his expertadvice

upon the historical matters that fall within the sphere of the
present volume.

St Swithin’s Day, 1937 A. H. SmritH
University College, Loondon
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INTRODUCTION

THE East Riding of Yorkshire has some affinities in the
character of its place-names with the North Riding and
with the adjacent parts of other counties, the West Riding and
Lincolnshire. Such agreement as there is would seem to arise
from one or the other of two conditions—the linguistic unity of
the peoples who settled in this and the adjacent areas, and, to
some extent, the similarity in the geological and topographical
features of the different regions. The administrative area of the
East Riding, which has remained practically unchanged from
Viking days, is bounded by certain natural features, on the east
by the North Sea, on the south by the Humber estuary which
separates it from Lincolnshire, on the west by the River Ouse
and the broad Vale of York which separate it from the West
Riding, and on the north by the Vale of Pickering and its rivers,
the Derwent and the Hertford, which separate it from the North
Riding., These natural boundaries, though they may at times
have been serious obstacles to early settlers, do not make the
East Riding a complete unit either in geological formation or
in surface conditions. The Boulder Clay, for example, is found
on the coast of the North Riding, and in the East Riding it
occupies the whole of the coastal districts (the wapentakes of
Holderness North, Mid and South), stretching as far inland as
Beverley and the Wolds, and it continues along the coast of
Lincolnshire. The surface of the Boulder Clay is interspersed
with patches of sand and gravel and, particularly in the flat,
low-lying land of Holderness; many ancient villages (such as
Driffield, Leven, Seaton, Goxhill, Cowden, Aldbrough, Thorn-
gumbold, Keyingham and Skeckling) are to be found in the
neighbourhood of these gravel beds, which were not waterlogged
as some other sites in Holderness must have been, though it may
be noted that the early settlements in the eastern parts of the
Riding are not found exclusively on these gravel beds.

This area between the Wolds and the sea is not well wooded
to-day, but there is some evidence for the existence of forest
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land in the older place-names of the district!. Several of the
names which contain Old English leak, for example, are to be
found here (Lelley, Sproatley, Skirlaugh, etc.) and we must
suppose that towards the west near the Wolds it was well wooded
in the time of Bede who refers to a monasterium In Derauuda id
est In silua Derorum, ‘wood of the men of Deira’ (v. infra 12),
the site of the monastery being near Beverley (infra 192). In the
eastern part of the Riding we find that the valleys themselves
generally have an alluvial covering. The alluvium is most promi-
nent in the Hull valley ; there is a large area around Hull and this
stretches in a narrow band along the Humber towards the sea.
Apart from Hull itself there do not appear to be many old
settlements in these alluvial areas, for many of the older villages
are to be found near the alluvium but actually on the Boulder
Clay. Hessle, Cottingham, Sutton on Hull, Hedon, Ottringham
and Patrington for example, lie on the Boulder Clay on the edge
of the alluvial area. On the other hand, most of the villages on
the Hull itself—the so-called Beverley Water Towns—do not
bear in their names the appearance of any great antiquity and
with the exception of one or two Middle English names like
Woodhall (infra 199) the place-names of the large parish of
Beverley are almost exclusively topographical in origin (infra
192-203). The same is largely true of the alluvial parts of the
parishes of Cottingham (infra 205-9) and Kingston upon Hull
(infra 209-215).

The avoidance by early settlers of these alluvial areas is to be
accounted for by the marshy character of the land. A striking
number of place-names bear testimony to this feature of the
topography, and the early records are eloquent about the inunda-
tions which settlers along the Humber had to contend with. It
1s the washing away of villages along the Humber (as well as
along the North Sea coast with its boulder clay cliffs) that com-
plicates to some extent the study of the place-names of the East
Riding. Hutton, Ravenser Odd, Sunthorpe, Ravenser, Burstall,
Orwithfleet, Pensthorpe, Frismarsh, Farlesthorpe, Withfleet, Paull
Fleet are amongst the many Humber towns washed away, and

YV 'The Map of Britain in the Dark Ages (.S.) suggests dense woodland
for this area, particularly on the castern edges of the Wolds round Beverley
and in the coastal region east of the River Hull.
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the problem is still further complicated by the appearance in
historic times of new stretches of alluvial deposits. The appear-
ance of Ravenser Odd as a small island in the Humber in the time
of Henry III is typical (v. infra 16, n. 2), and a more recent case
is the appearance of Sunk Island which has, between 1678 and
the present time, grown into a large tract of the mainland
(v. infra 24). With such unsettled local conditions it is not
surprising that the alluvial areas have remained thinly populated.
To a less extent, these difficulties of settlement apply to other
alluvial areas in the Riding, particularly in Howdenshire Wapen-
take which is further west along the Humber. The place-names
in this wapcntake do not bear the stamp of any great antiquity
(although by a curious chance many of them happen to be recorded
in one of the few Old English charters for the Riding); indeed,
many of the place-names, such as Bellasize, Bennetland, Gilber-
dike, are of post-Conquest origin, and in this Wapentake eight
of the twenty-two township names are not recorded before the
twelfth or thirteenth centuries. Alluvial beds are also found
along the valleys of the Ouse and the Derwent, in the Wapentakes
of Ouse and Derwent, and parts of Harthill and Buckrose, and
here, as elsewhere, there is a good deal of marshland which may
well have affected the settlement, particularly in the Derwent
valley where the valley bottom itself seems to have been avoided
by the early settlers. Here again, in both these valleys there are
occasional ridges of Boulder Clay (as that between Wheldrake
and Escrick) which make these areas similar in topography to
the adjacent areas of the North Riding, particularly the Wapen-
take of Bulmer.

The central area of the East Riding (Harthill, Buckrose and
Dickering Wapentakes) is covered by a tract of chalk wolds
(v. The Wolds infra 13) intersected by numerous valleys
which are often dry and treeless. There are few streams within
the area and these are mostly gipseys or streams which run
intermittently during the winter months and in wet seasons. Of
the stream-names dealt with below (2 ff.), only one ((11})5(_)
Race, infra 4) belongs to the Wolds, though names of sprmtrs
such as Ludhill Spring (infra 172), Cawkeld (infra 159) and
Holy Well (infra 136) (v. also Yeadon EFm ufra 171) are not

unknown. This question of water supply in the Wolds is, and
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would always appear to have been, a serious problem. Early
settlers seem to have avoided the higher parts of the Wolds and
to have occupied the lower parts of the valleys or, especially on
the north-western edges of the Wolds, to have chosen sites for
their homes near the marshland of the alluvial valleys, but high
enough up the Wold escarpments to avoid the inconveniences
of the marshland. In other places they have chosen sites near
springs or pools, as at Sledmere (infra 126) and Fimber (infra
128)1. These matters have some bearing upon the character of
the place-names of the Wolds, for in contrast to Holderness and
the Hull valley, etc. there are few which have reference to water
in any form, and the few which do betoken streams or pools
(such as Elmswell, Eastburn, Kirkburn, etc.) are of considerable
antiquity. This aspect of local topography would obviously be
one of some importance to intending settlers. Something of the
same problem is to be found in the distribution of Lincolnshire
place-names, where the high land of the Wolds was generally
avoided by the early settlers who usually chose sites on gravel
beds in the Boulder Clay or on the spring-lines of the Lincoln
Edge?2.

In its recorded history and in its linguistic affinities, the East
Riding belongs to Northumbria, but there is some evidence that
before the occupation of the East Riding by the Angles there
was a considerable settlement of Celts. The Celtic peoples of the
East Riding are usually identified as a branch of the Gaulish
tribe, the Parisiz, and are distinct from the Brigantes who had
settled in West Yorkshire and the more northerly parts of
Bernicia®. Abundant remains of La T'éne culture in numerous
places in the East Riding provide further evidence. Burials have
been noted at Danes Graves near Driffield, at Arras, at Hessle-
skew and at Westwood near Beverley, and isolated objects have
been recorded from Bugthorpe and North Grimston, all these
places being within the Wolds. We have also some evidence of
British settlements in the swamps and woodlands of Holderness.

! Wetwang (infra 128) which might formally be taken as meaning ‘wet
meadow’ is remarkable for its dryness.
% 9. an important study by L. W. H. Payling, Geology and Place-names in
Kesteven (LLSE iv, 1-13).

3 Ptolemy’s Parisoi, Petouaria (the town of the Parisi). ». also R. G.
Collingwood and J. N. L. Myres, Roman Britain (1936), 25.
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Traces of Celtic settlement-sites in the Wolds are wanting in
spite of the abundance of the burial-sites?, and it 1s also note-
worthy that in the place-names of the East Riding there is little
evidence for this Celtic settlement.

The material collected for the East Riding place-names pro-
vides singularly little evidence for a British settlement or the
survival of a British population. Such evidence as there is is
limited to the names of the principal rivers, the Humber, the
Ouse and the Derwent, and the only town of any importance
whose name is certainly Celtic is York (infra 275). 'The name of
the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Deira (infra 12) is British, and
Craike Hill (infra 1, 167), which has additional interest in being
the site of the Riding meeting-place, also appears to be a name
of Celtic origin. Otherwise in the Wolds there is no name of
Celtic origin, although such a possibility might be allowed for
in the case of Beverley (infra 192) and perhaps even the river-
name Hull. In Holderness we can point to Leven, Fosham and
Catfoss and Roos, but the last three names raise difficult
questions. There is no doubt that in the major names of the
country Old English hybrids or adaptations of the type found
in York (infra 275) or Manchester (PN La 33) are well estab-
lished, but in the case of hybrids like Fosham or Catfoss it is
more probable that foss is an Old English loan from British or
Latin. In other words, the numerous examples of foss as a place-
name element in this Riding, as in Lincolnshire, are not localised
instances of Celtic influence (v. Foss Beck infra 3). The same
may well be true of Roos, also in Holderness (v. infra 56), for
this element has survived in the dialects of eastern England as
a significant word. The most that can be said therefore with
regard to names which contain these clements is that the
adoption of the words by the Anglo-Saxons of Iast Yorkshire
suggests some sort of connexion between Britons and Angles.
The evidence of place-names, however, is so scanty that we can
offer no suggestion as to the nature of that connexion. Indeed,
it would hardly be proper to draw any serious conclusions from
the Celtic nomenclature of the Riding, for there is always the
possibility that Celtic names which may once have existed have
fallen into disuse or have been supplanted by names of English

L 9. K. and H. Elgee, Yorkshire (The County Archwxologies), 107-16.

B
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and Scandinavian origin. In the East Riding British names like
Petouaria have completely disappeared?.

To a corresponding degree there may be a similar uncertainty
about the adequacy of the oldest stratum of English names as
providing evidence of reglons of original settlement. It is
unnecessary to repeat here in any detail the historical references
to the Angles in Northumbria that were dealt with in the
Place-names of the North Riding (16 ff.). The English occupation
of the north was certainly later than that of the more southerly
parts of the country; the settlement of Decira appears to have
begun before the middle of the sixth century. In the East
Riding, in contrast to the North and West Ridings, burial places
of heathen times are not infrequent. They are found distributed
through the northern part of the Wolds, as at Garton on the
Wolds and in the neighbourhood of Driffield. There is also a
series of heathen burial grounds along the old Roman Way from
Brough on Humber towards York, as at Sancton near Market
Weighton. Other occasional remains of early date have been
found in Holderness at Swine and at Nafferton® The distribu-
tion of archzological remains suggests that the Angles entered
the Riding from two points; from the North Sea coast somewhere
between Bridlington and Filey, following the Derwent valley,
or Wold Gate, an old Wold trackway, possibly Roman, from
Bridlington to the west3, or they entered the Riding at some
point near the Roman fort at Brough on Humber, again following
the line of the Roman road towards the north, Humber Street.

In this connexion, Bede’s statement that a heathen temple

! In the East Riding we have not even evidence of the use of British per-
sonal names such as we have in the North Riding. It is possible, however,
that Britons survived in the East Riding in the sixth or seventh centuries,
if we can place any reliance upon the phonological character of the few Celtic
names. Craike Hill evidences the late British change of ¢ to ai. Leven, York,
and Beverley, if that is Celtic, would appear to have undergone British muta-
tion of b to f (v. infra 279). Lenition of s to / is suggested for Humber, and
for Hull (if that is Celtic), but too much reliance should not be placed upon
these forms, for in some cases the sound change is postulated to prove the
etymology.

2 A convenient summary of these various finds will be found in VCH ii
(R. A. Smith, Anglo-Saxon Remains); 'T'. Sheppard, ERAS xvi; Trans. of the
Hull Scient. and Field Nat. Club, vol. iv; F. and H. Elgee, Yorkshire, 178 fI.

% ., also PN NRY xviii. Ida, first king of Bernicia, is said to have landed
at Flamborough with sixty ships, according to Symeon of Durham (SD,

Surt 209).
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































