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PREFACE 

IN the early days of the English Place-name Society, the 
Rev. Armitage Goodall, whose book on the Place-names of 

South-West Yorkshire had already been accepted as a valuable 
and authoritative work upon northern place-names, placed at 
the disposal of the editors of the Society his collections for a 
similar volume upon the Place-names of the East Riding of 
Yorkshire. This work on East Riding place-names was planned 
on the lines of Mr Goodall's earlier volume, and in addition to 
including a considerable amount of material, it also contained 
suggestions for the etymologies of many of the major names of 
the Riding and provided valuable suggestions for the elucidation 
of the more difficult problems, as well as useful parallel material. 
It was a piece of work that simplified the Director's task in the 
preparation of the Chief Elements in English Place-names. At an 
early stage it was clear, however, that the scope of the Society's 
volumes extended beyond that contemplated by Mr Goodall 
when he prepared the draft of his own work, and it was also clear 
that the collections of material would have to be considerably 
enlarged to bring the volume into line with the rest of the 
Society's publications. At an early stage it was also evident that 
the gradual accumulation of comparative material in this country, 
as in Scandinavia, had to some extent modified the earlier views 
on the study of place-names generally. We are, however, under 
a great obligation to Mr Goodall for his generous gift to the 
Society. 

We are under similar obligations to Professor E. V. Gordon. 
Professor Gordon had himself intended to prepare a study of 
East Riding place-names for the Society and he had already 
made some collections from early printed and unprinted docu-
ments. These collections, together with many useful etymo-
logical notes, were placed at our disposal by him and they 
have proved to be of great value. Professor Gordon has retained 
his interest in the place-names of this area and throughout the 
production of the present volume he has constantly offered his 
advice, and in reading the proofs he has made many illuminating.  
suggestions. 
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