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THE BADBY AND NEWNHAM (NORTHAMPTONSHIRE) CHARTERS,
A-~D. 844 AND 1021-3.

A description of the bounds of the Badby charter (B.C.B8. 792;
K.C.D. 388 Facsimilies of ancien? chavievs in the British Museum
2 {1877) 11) was published by Sir Frapk Stenton In The Place Names
of Norvthampionshive (18933), 10-13. This and other Anglo-Saxon
charters relating to the neighbourhood have recenily been the sublect
of a study by members of an extra-mural class organised by the
Adult Education Department of Lseicester University. This work has
ponfivmed Stentorn’s conclusion that the bounds described in the
charter followed the exterpal parish boundaries of a territorial unit
consisting of the modern parishes of Badby, Newnham, Dodford and
Everdon but has clarified his interpretation on a number of specific
points, The bounds begin to the north-west of Badby at the little
cloven hill ({vilan toclofenan beorge) which Stenton identified as the
isolated hill known as Studborough Hill; this however is toco far to
the west of the present Badby/Staverton parish boundary to be an
acceptable identification and the cloven hill is much more lkely fto be
a steep sided re-entrant valley which lies on the parish boundary
north-west of Badby at 8P 546601, As Senton sayve, the felon's slope
{weavrge dune) of the next boundary point must be the hill at the
north-west corner of Badby parish known now as Big Hill {and
formerly.as Warriton Hill); however, the following portion of the
boundary description which involves guing norih along a little dyke at
the end of a wood incorporates an error of direction of 90° since in
order for the boundary points to articulate in any meaningful way we
must replace "north' by Yeast’™ here. The wood {(graf) is still in
existence and can be shown by pumerous references to i in medieval
documents under the name of West Grove to have formed part of the
demesne woodland of Daventry manor. The wood is surrounded by a
gsubstantial wood bank but from the point ai which the wood bank
leaves the Badby/Daventry parish boundary to turn northwards at
8P 555612 2 second, slighter bank 5 m. wide and 50 cm. high can he
traced for 70 m. following the line of the parish boundary; this might
conceivably be the 'little dyke' of the charter. The bounds then run
to the eastern side of Fox Hill, when we come to an interpolation in
the charter whereby Bishop #Mric recorded his grant to Zlfwine and
Beorhtulf of the leas and hammes to the north of the lUitle dyke.
Sterdon regarded this as representing a deflection from the present
parish boundary, but if the patfern of error established earlier at
Big Hill is accepled and the ''morth" replaced by "east" then the



statement becomes completely intelligible as the grant to the two
people named of the territory of Newnham because it is precisely at
this point that the Newnham parish boundary runs up from the south fo
join that of Daventry. The use of the terms leags and hgmmes might
represent an attempt to draw a distinction between open, cleared land
and more encleosed land around the actual settlement. Then, as
described by Stenton, the charter boundary continues along the
northern limit of the present parish of Newnham, with a slight
deflection northwards te Borough Hill camp (the ealdan byyrg); the
gate or gap {gea!l) referred to at this point is still marked by a
causeway across the southern ditch of the hill fort. Thence, after
travelling along Mazedale {m®ies dl) and Watling Street it makes
its way via the present A45, the River Nene and the tributary
stream known as the Blvthe to Everdon bridge. The succeeding
charter boundary points are correctly identified in the E.P.N.S8.
account (east from the bridge along the ditch to the heathen burisl;
from the burial north along the wyrilvuman to the end of the hedge
(or enclosure, haga) by the boundary of the men of Weedon), but 2
detailed field survey of the narrow tongue of land so described has
shown that it is carefully marked on all sides by an earthen bank up
to 1 m. high. The boundary then moves to the post on the east side
of the clearing (feal) i.e.to SP 605567 where the parish boundary
turns sowth again, We take the word leali here to mean 'cleaving',
although the area to the west of the parish boundary at this point is
now wooded, ridge and furrow in the woodland indicates that some
time in the past it has besen under the plough. The boundary now
goes southwards to the séveel; along the sie! to the fuvh which runs
south to the great siveef at the sowrce of the spring at the Snorscomb
boundary. The parish boundary, marked by a very prominent bank
1 m. high with a ditch on its western side 50 cm. deep, leaves the
wyriivioman to ioin the Everdon/Farthingstone road (the first sivz!)
at 8P 604565; accompanied by a bank and diteh throughout, it follows
this road for a short distance and then goes east and south to join
the road which runs from Watling Street through Stowe to Presion
Capes at SP 607563, presumably following the line of the fuvh. This
point represenis the south-eastern corner of the territory of
Snorscomb as defined by the Tithe Map of 1839; there is no need to
suppose with Stenton that "south" is an error for 'north'. The
great stve! thus becomes the Stowe/Preston road along which the
boundary travels to the ash tree {@sc) which of course cannot be
identified now but might possibly have stood on the rise at about

SP 603560. The charter now takes us from the ash along the

street between the two leas on the old salt way to the sieorle. In
agecordance with this the parish boundary travels along the Stowe/
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Preston road between Heowood and Mantles Heath; both these woods
are shown as having clearings between themn and the road on the
early 18th century Eayre Map of Northamptonshire. An estate map
shows that by 1758 the zone between Mantles Heath and fhe road had
been planted with trees, but the southern part of the wood was still
called the old Wood', The old sall way was a road which left
Watling Street at Astcote Lodge and which ran south of Grimscote and
Litchborough to join our great strest at BP 593554, just fo the west
of Mantles Heath. This road is 2z parish boundary for much of its
length and a pair of fields in Farthingstone parish immediately to the
north of it at SP 617539 are shown as Great and ILittle Salt on an
estate map of 1836. This salt road ran north of Preston Capes and
Charwelton, vie Priors Msarsion to Droitwich, As stated by Stenton,
the sieorie is the iriangle of land formed by the stream known as
King Brook, the Blythe and the road from Preston Capes fo Newnham
{marked as Oxford Lane on Ordpance Survey maps); this zone is
clearly marked as the Stuvfs on a map of Fawsley of 1741, From
8P 586553 to iis junction with the King Brook the parish boundary is
marked by 2 bank 1 m. high with a dilch on its eastern side 50 cm.
deep. From the Sturis the charter boundary runs along the dirty
brook (the King Brook) to the Blythe; it then fravels westwards along
the Blythe until a stream {lacu} runs owt into it above the stone
bridge. The stone bridge will have been a predecessor of the bridge
carrying Oxford lane over the Blythe at 8P 574564, [Lacu will be
the tribuiary stream which runs into the Blythe from the north-west
at 8P 573565. The charter then {akes us north along this stream to
the di¢, and then along this dic to the way that runs in the valley to
Fawsley. Today the stream disappears inio the orpamental lake
known as Big Waters at SP 569565. On the north-eastern side of
Big Waters from SP 568568 a massive bank runs parallel to the
present road from Fawsley to Everdon; this will be the dic of the
charter. The dic runs eastward to reach Oxford Lane at 8P 573569
here it met a track which ran through a hollow from Everdon to
Fawsley. The track is traceable on air photographs and represents
the "way that runs in the valley" of the charter. The points just
described do not e on the present parish boundaries and seem to
define triangular areas exchanged between the parishes of Fawsley
and Bverdon. There then follows a sentence in fhe charter which
obviously baffled Stenton: "at Fawsley Bishop AHric ordered us to
measure to the ealdan dic", However, an examination of the fisld
archaeology of this aren makes the meaning quite clear, becaupe it
is precisely at this point that the dic we have been following joins
another massive bank running north-south along the Fawsley/Everdon
parish boundary. This remarkable earthwork must be the ecldan dic



of the charter amd can be traced running round practically the whole
of the perimeter of Fawsley parish. The charter boundary now goes
along this dic to the way that runs up to the ridge, along the ridge to
the way that runs from Fawsley to Badby for a little distance, then
from the apple tree which stands to the west of the way through the
clearing to the great hazel thicket. This means that the boundary
follows the ealdan dic northwards to the point at which Oxford Lane,
which runs parallel to it on the east, meets the crest of the steep
ridge which marks the sowthern edge of Newnham parish at SP 575579.
It then turns west to follow the crest of this ridge overlocking Newnham;
the dic accompanies it until it peters out at SP 573580. However,
the boundary continues to follow the crest of the ridge to a hollow
way which runs north-west/south-east through Badby Wood; this will
be "the way that runs from Fawsley {o Badby'. The charter boundary
goes northwards along this hollow way "for a little distance", to

SP 567586 in fact, where another hollow track can be faintly seen
running south-west towards Hazley Knob, which must the the ''great
hazel thicket''. The charter then takes us from the hazel thicket
along the slope {edun) to the black rushes, from the rushes to the
little hedge at the way which runs from Badby to Charwelton, along
the way to the stream that runs to Fawsley at the ford and then
westwards along the stream to the way which runs to Staverion along
the south of the old fortress at Badby. The precise location of the
black rushes cannot be determined now but the way from Badby to
Charwelton is represented by a hollow way running from Badby
village through Badby Wood in the dirvection of Church Charwelton,
the predecessor of the present village of Charwelton on the A361.
The parish boundary follows this track from the southern boundary
of Badby Wood at SP 559579 to a ford in the stream running fo
Fawsley at SP 558575. The charter boundary then turns west to
tollow this stream to a point at SP 540 582 south of the hill fort on
Arbury Hill; the initial portion of this stretch does not quite coincide
~ith the present Fawsley/Badby parish boundary, which has been
dispiaced a liftle fo the nporth towards Down Barn. The "way to
Staverton' is represented by a stretch of ground free of ridge and
furrow which runs along the parish boundary on the Catesby side; it
is marked as & track on the Badby Enclosure Map of 1779. The
text of the charter now tells us to go west along this way till
alongeide the great ditch to the west of the foriress; then along this
ditch north-westward to the cloven hill to the north-west of Badby.
Tollowing the pattern of error established earlier "west' should be
replaced by Ynorth" and "north-westward' by 'north-eastward" thus
mzling the charter and parish boundaries coincide exactly to bring
us back to the point from which we started.



The Newnham charter of 1021-23 (K.C.D. 736) was considered
by Sir Frank Stenton in the same volume (Place Names of
Novthamptonshive 26), In general we agree with him that the first
portion of this charter is practically impossible to follow owing to
later changes in the boundary between Badby and Newnham.

From the point at which this boundary strikes the parish
boundary of Daverdtry at SP 572611 we are also in agreement with
his analysis except that the "port street"” mentioned fowards the end
of the charter may not be the present A45 Weedon to Coventry road
but rather the road which leaves this main road at SP 605602 to run
via Newnham and Staverton ultimately to Warwick; it is marked as
Poart Way on the pre-enclosure map of Newnham of 1764. This
road, joining Northampton and Warwick, may actually have been of
greater importance then than the presert main road.

A document not considered by Silenton in the Flace Nawes of
Novthampionshire is a perambulation of parishes of Badby, Newnham
and Dodford, undated and attached to no charter, which was
preserved in the archives of the Abbey of Evesham (K,C,D., 1358).
This circuit starts from the west of Baddan Byvig due north to the
post: then from the post to the felon’s slope between the two hills.
The general sense of the document means that Baddan Byrig denctes
the hill fort on Arbury Hill; the felon's slope will be the south-west
corner of Staverton Wood on Big Hill, as in the Badby charter of
944 AD. This set of bounds then proceeds east along the ditch to
the dirty spring; from the spring to Fox Hill and then northwards on
the old deer track to the spring, from the second spring to the old
hart's wallowing place (ealde heorisole), from the wallowing place to
the hill, from the hill to the wood and from the wood to the willow
tree spring. In general these boundary points agree remarkably well
with those of the charters of 944 and 1021-3 except that an error of
direction means that "northwards' must be replaced by "eastwards”
in this section of the circuit and the wood (gvaf) is represented by
a clearing {leah) and a furrow in the other two documents,
Continuing its similarity with the charter of 944, the circuit proceeds
from the spring to the sfodfald (i.e.the hill fort on Borough Hill},
from the sfodfald to the quarry (stangedeif; the same point is m&Er
pyit in the 944 charter), thence to the boundary spring, and along
the boundary valley ¢me&res dene) to Watling Street; it then follows
Watling Sireet to the ridge way (vicwege; the A45) and proceeds along
this until it reaches the post opposite Dodford (the little hill where
the post siood in 944), where it turns fo run to the brook. The

(91



boundary then follows the brook {the River Nene) wilil i comes lsvel
with Newnham when it turns to run zlong open land {s&Bdes} fo the
dvke at the wood. This means that the boundary follows the present
parish boundary from south of Newnham zi 5P BB0BS3 to 8P 5755789
where the ealde dic of the 944 chartsr turns to run westward along
the crest of the ridge overlocking Newnham. This circuit then
proceeds eastwards along the dic unfil it comes to the wood.
Thagtwards” must cbvicusly be an ervor for "westwards' in this
section of the circuit which also supplies a possible clue in
understanding why the ealde dic peters out at 8P 573580; perhaps as
the document indicates if ran into woodland at this point. This then
will be the gravesegnde or wood's end which gave the hundred of
Gravesend its name; Mangrove, the traditional meeting place of the
hundred court, lies a few vards {o the east and today is represented
by a prominent clump of trees. The circuit then tells us fo proceed
westward to the ford and then up along the brook until it comes level
with Baddan byrig, then in a somewhat jumbled sentence we are told
to go westward from the brook again on to the west of Baddan byrig.
The ford will be the one mentioned in the charter of 944 at

SP 558575 and the considerable distance between this point and the
preceeding one can be explained by the existence of a substantial
tract of woodland between them at the time the document was drawn
up. Along this stretch the boundary described is evidently that of
the 844 charter; the "westward"” of the {inal sentence should be
converted to "northward”. This docwment, with ifs clear indication
of the existence of greater areas of woodland and its use of the name
Baddan byrig to denote the hill fort on Arbury Hill rather than the
village of Badby is clearly the earliest of the three in guestion,

A full description of the charter boundaries, together with maps
and an analysis of their importance for the topographical history of

the area has appeared in Novihampionshive Avchaeology 12 {1977).
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