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OE walh in English place-names: an addendum

The purpose of the present note is to record an
addition to the corpus of place-names derived from OE
w(e)alh collected by Professor Cameron in the twelfth
issue of this Journall. In accordance with his expec-
tation that new 'finds' will continue to appear, one
such has recently turned up among the muniments of the
Dean and Chapter, Durham, in the course of collecting
materials for the Place-Name Society's Durham volumes.
it occurs in the parish of Eiwick Hall in the south
east of the county as a lost field or minor name in
the vill of Burn Toft (NZ 445279) with the following
forms, Walewurtes c.1250, Walewrtes |3, Wallewortis
1310, Cuer Walworth, Nethir Waluworth i3792. But for
the two last forms these might be regarded as in-
stances of the occurrence in minor names of OE
wealhwyrt 'elecampane, Tnula helenium', a large
herbaceous plant once much cultivated for its medi-~
cinal proper+ie53, for which ME speilings both with
and without medial —e— are recorded in OED, The 1379
forms, however, seem to confirm that we have to do
here with the OE compound place-~name Wala-worsd,

'enclosure of the Welish'.

Whatever settiement may once have existed at this
spot had clearly aiready disappeared by the time of
the surviving documents which simply record the two
Waiworths as ordinary furlongs (or flats as they are

usually called in Co. Durham) in the Southfield of Burn
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Toft. Their exact position is unknown, but this whole
area of the county is characterised by a profusion of
deserted vil!agé sites. e.g. in Elwick Hall alone,
Amerston, Burn Toft itself, Newton Hanzard, STo+f0!d4.
Possible sites might be High Burn Toft (NZ 445279)
where ancient earthworks are still visible on the
ground, or the significantly named Tofts (448275).
According to Smith and Mawer5, Burn Toft, Bruntoft

c. 1250, is a compound of ON brumnr 'a well, spring’
and topt, toft 'a building site, a curtilage, a mes~-
suage', but from a topographical point of view the
very striking position of High Burn Toft on the sum-
mit of the steep bank which overlooks Wolviston North
Burn suggests rather ON brdhz 'an edge, the brow of a
hill'. A handful of fourteenth century spellings in
Broun— perhaps point the same way. Such a Scandin-
avian topographical name could easily have replaced
OE Walaword either in the tenth century when there
was Viking activity in the disTricTﬁ, or in the
eleventh century when rural settlement was widely
disrupted in the course of the harrying of the North
by William the Conqueror7.

There is no known settlement site of the Roman
pericd in the immediate vicinity of Burn Toft. In-
deed, comparatively little is known of Roman or
native settiement in this part of the county at all.
Somewhere there are perhaps two named settlements to
be discovered8 and a whole Roman signalling sysTemQ.
There was almost certainly a settlement at Seaton

Carewlo, and an iron-age site is known In HarTiepooliI.

33



Poflen records from Thorpe Bulmer near Hart indicate
intfensive agricultural activity in Roman times followed

by a return tfo grassiandlz.

More pertinent, perhaps, is the pbssibilify That in
this corner of the county we have an exampte of the
type of multiple estate whose antiquity, it has been
argued, pre-dates the Analc-Saxon arrival. Such estates
or shires are well known in the west of County DurhamiB,
while in the east we have reference in the thirteenth
century to a shire with its caput at Billingham. This
probably refers to no more than the prior of Durham's
estate consisting of the four townships of Billingham,
Wolviston, Cowpen and Newtcn Bewley, but before this
time Billingham itseif belonged to an older administra-—
tive unit, the lordship or herness of Hart, Billingham
in Heortermesse c.l050, a unit which also included the
parish of Elwick Halll4, Whatever ancient land units
may have existed in the west were undoubtedly disturbed
by the Viking activities of the tenth century or more
especially by the harrying of the North and the conse-~
quent recorganisation during the twelfth~century re-
covery. By contrast, western shires, for example,
that centred on Bishop Auckland, retained their ancient

shape into modern times.

If the shadowy Heorternesse or Hartness does com—
memorate the one-time existence of an ancient multiple
estate of the kind described by Professor Glanville
Jones, the appearance of the place-name Walworth in

or on the periphery of such a district provides an
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excellent paralle! both to the Walton in The multiple
estate of Kirkby Overblow in Yorkshire and to the other
Durham Walworth which was [ikewise a constituent member

of another shire with its caput at Heighing+on15

IT seems, therefore, that this latest example ex-
hibits a number of characteristics of walh names as
tabutated by Professor Cameron. It was a small and
insignificant settlement abandcned at an early period;
it lay within but on the far edge of an important Anglo-
Saxon estate: and finally, wherever its exact position,
it must almost certainly have lain on boulder~ciay and
thus have occupied a marginal site from a geoponic as

well as from a geographical point of view.l

V.E. WATTS
E.F.M. PRINCE
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