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 ABBREVIATIONS OF COUNTIES AND EPNS COUNTY SURVEYS 

Co  Cornwall 

Ha  Hampshire 

He  Herefordshire 

K  Kent 

La  Lancashire 

Nb  Northumberland 

Sf  Suffolk 

So  Somerset 

Wt   Isle of Wight 

CPNE  Cornish Place-Name Elements. 

EPNE  English Place-Name Elements, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN BdHu  The Place-Names of Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire. 

PN Brk    The Place-Names of Berkshire, Parts 1, 2 and 3. 

PN Bu  The Place-Names of Buckinghamshire. 

PN Ca  The Place-Names of Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely. 

PN Ch  The Place-Names of Cheshire, Parts 1–5. 

PN Cu  The Place-Names of Cumberland, Parts 1, 2 and 3. 

PN D  The Place-Names of Devon, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN Db  The Place-Names of Derbyshire, Parts 1, 2 and 3. 

PN Do  The Place-Names of Dorset, Parts 1–4. 

PN Du  The Place-Names of County Durham, Part 1. 

PN Ess  The Place-Names of Essex. 

PN ERY  The Place-Names of the East Riding of Yorkshire and York. 

PN Gl  The Place-Names of Gloucestershire, Parts 1–4. 

PN Hrt  The Place-Names of Hertfordshire. 

PN Le  The Place-Names of Leicestershire, Parts 1–6. 

PN Li  The Place-Names of Lincolnshire, Parts 1–7. 

PN Mx  The Place-Names of Middlesex (apart from the City of London).  

PN Nf  The Place-Names of Norfolk, Parts 1–3. 

PN Nt  The Place-Names of Nottinghamshire. 

PN NRY  The Place-Names of the North Riding of Yorkshire. 

PN Nth  The Place-Names of Northamptonshire. 

PN O  The Place-Names of Oxfordshire, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN R   The Place-Names of Rutland.  

PN Sa  The Place-Names of Shropshire, Parts 1–6. 

PN Sr   The Place-Names of Surrey. 

PN St  The Place-Names of Staffordshire, Part 1. 

PN Sx  The Place-Names of Sussex, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN W  The Place-Names of Wiltshire. 

PN Wa  The Place-Names of Warwickshire. 

PN We  The Place-Names of Westmorland, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN Wo  The Place-Names of Worcestershire. 

PN WRY  The Place-Names of the West Riding of Yorkshire, Parts 1–8. 
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The Distribution and Usage of the 
Place-Name Elements botm, bytme, and botn 

ANN COLE 

Thirty-five examples of the elements botm, boom, bytme, bytne, 
byame (OE), and botn (ON) evidenced before 1500 have been 
noted, and these are shown on Map 1. In some instances 
confusion between the spelling of botm and botn and between 

botm and bytme occurs. Any or all of these elements will be 

referred to as 'bottom'. 
Mawer (1924) states that botm and botn are used in 

place-names 'of the lowest part of a valley or of an alluvial 
hollow', whilst Smith (1956) defines botm, boOm as 'a bottom, a 
valley bottom', botn as 'a bottom, the head of a valley, the 

innermost part of a valley' and bytme as 'the head of a valley . . . 

a valley bottom'. Margaret Gelling, in her Place-Names in the 
Landscape, gives an account of the distribution of these terms 
and suggests 'broad river valley' as their meaning. In fact it is 
possible to give a more exact definition than these, one which 
satisfies most, but not all, the examples of 'bottom'. 

Although Map 1 plots all 35 examples of 'bottom' the precise 

location of Keld Bottom (YNR), Bottom Piece (Gl), Bottom Barn 
(Wt), Shipperbottom and Shillingbottom (La) could not be 
ascertained and they have had to be left out of most of this 
discussion. The greatest concentration of 'bottom' is in the 
southern Pennines—this is shown on Map 2, where it can be 
seen that they cluster in the river valleys that converge on 
Manchester, namely the Bradshaw Brook, Irwell, Goyt, Sett and 
Etherow, and along the Calder and Wharfe and their tributaries. 
A study of large scale OS maps and geological maps combined 
with field work shows that in the majority of cases the 'bottom' 
is a locally wider area of very flat, wet land adjacent to a river, 
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MAP 2 

DISTRIBUTION OF BOTIVI, BYTIVIE, & BOTN 
	

41  

KEY 
Ramsbottom 

2 Shipper- 
3 Shilling- 
4 Broad - 
5 Long 
6 Bottomley 
7 Botham Hall 
8 Broad - 
9 Botham's Hall 
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water: a spring (Keld Bottom), two streams (Cromwell Bottom 
and Bitteswell) and a place to wash sheep (Shipperbottom). 
Several describe the countryside: a shelf (Bothamsall), two 

woods or clearings (Bottomley and Beamsley) and a Shaw 

(Ladyshaw Bottom). Only one has a personal name—Elsingbottom 
Farm. 

Botn (ON) occurs predictably in the areas settled by the 
Viking invaders, whilst bytme occurs in areas dominated by 
Mercia and may be a Mercian variant of the Saxon botm which 
occurs elsewhere. There is no discernible difference between the 
type of landform of places named in botm, botn and bytme other 

than that imposed by the natural variations in these landforms 
from place to place, and all three terms could be considered to 
have the same meaning, although the four possible examples of 

botn are in addition all at the heads of valleys as Smith implies. 
In conclusion, botm, bytme and botn are terms which perhaps 

originally referred to damp valley floors, but which came to 
mean a flat, restricted stretch of valley floor with abruptly rising 
sides, damp and easily flooded. Settlements avoided the 'bottom' 
and were located on dry sites overlooking it. As the sites were 
restricted settlements usually remained small, often farms or 

hamlets. Botm, bytme and botn were often used uncompounded, 
but sometimes compounded with elements descriptive of the 
'bottom' or its flora. Bytme appears to be a Mercian variant of 

botm. 
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