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Cornish Place-Name Elements.
English Place-Name Elements, Parts 1 and 2.
The Place-Names of Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire.
The Place-Names of Berkshire, Parts 1, 2 and 3.
The Place-Names of Buckinghamshire.
The Place-Names of Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely.
The Place-Names of Cheshire, Parts 1–5.
The Place-Names of Cumberland, Parts 1, 2 and 3.
The Place-Names of Devon, Parts 1 and 2.
The Place-Names of Derbyshire, Parts 1, 2 and 3.
The Place-Names of Dorset, Parts 1–4.
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The Place-Names of Essex.
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scholars have had to suggest a change of /x/ to /k/, and adduce an apparently
similar change in the name of Cockfield (Suffolk), where the evidence is,
however, equivocal, and appears to involve, if anything, a change of a
geminate /xx/ to /lc/ In any case, the form Cuha which is saved by this
hypothesis is not known either as an OE word or an Anglo-Saxon name.
The MS., B.L. Cotton Vespasian A.xiv, f. 161, was transcribed also by
Wilkins for the Concilia, and his version is recorded as Cuchawalda both
by Birch and by Haddan and Stubbs (1964: iii, 394). This spelling clearly
presents less of a problem in being interpreted as containing /k/ between the
first two vowels; compare the Patent Roll form of 1389. Smith (PN YNR
192) judiciously says that the document is "hardly to be accepted in its
present shape" — the transcript's final section is completed in a
seventeenth-century hand (according to Birch) — though it "undoubtedly
contains ancient and authentic matter". He concludes that "there is no
reason to mistrust the form Cuhawaida", In view of all this, the form
Cuha.walda is about as trustworthy as a nine-pound note. A more radical
problem still is that no monastery at Coxwold is known before the grant of
land at Newburgh to the Austin canons in 1145 and of wasteland at New
Byland to the Cistercians in 1147, but that requires a different kind of
investigation.
The forest, wald, is no problem. Leland passed through the parish, and
recorded "from Biland to Newborow a thoroughfare, wher is a priori of
charions, a mile much by woodde" (Itinerary fo. 91; Toulmin Smith 1964:
IV, 12).
The simplest solution for the rest of the name would be to assume that
Wilkins ' and Haddan and Stubbs version of the eighth-century form better
represents what was in the [lost] original; that cuckoo has been an English
word since before the first attestation given in OED, and that its OE form
was *cucu. The standard OE word for 'cuckoo' was gibe, featuring in
place-names like Yaxley (`cuckoo's wood', Suffolk and Huntingdonshire).
English cuckoo is customarily said to be of French origin, and a sound
lexical case and a defensible phonological case can be made for this. But
it is surely possible that the English could have invented such a word for the
bird without Norman assistance. It seems quite clear that the Germanic
*gaukaz, the source of geac, was replaced very early in North Sea Germanic
territory: Dutch koekoek, Low German kukuk; High German followed suit
slightly later with kukuk (modem Kuckuck). The same competition between
traditional and onomatopoeic forms is perfectly credible for English. OE
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Earlier still, we find Coxwo(u)ld beginning to occur from records of the
Commonwealth period onwards. The earliest attestation I have found is the
Coxwold of the quarter sessions records of Mallon (13/7/1652), after which
this or Coxwould is general in such records (see North Riding Record
Society volumes, passim). VCH II, 22, says that items of church plate dated
1627 are inscribed Coxwold, and if this is correct, then this is the earliest
record of the new spelling. The last official testimonies of the earlier type
known to me are Cockwold in recusancy returns dated 1/10/1612 (NRRS III:
99) and Cuckwold in the report of a special quarter session held there on
8/5/1616 (NRRS IL 133) and in a probably later undated one. As far as
local officialdom was concerned, then, there was a change of name between
about 1616 and 1627. The most significant event locally during this period
was the ennoblement of the phenomenally rich landowner, Sir William
Belasyse, as Baron Fauconberg in 1627 (later Viscount, in 1642). His
family had acquired Newburgh and the manors of Byland at the Dissolution,
and had waxed fat and influential (e.g. leasing the advowson of the parish
from Trinity College, Cambridge, from 1590). Perhaps the deformation of
the name was due to the Fauconbergs acting to sustain their dignity; "Baron
Fauconberg of Newburgh in the parish of Cuckold" may have failed to have
the appropriate ring. It should be kept in mind that the Fauconberg name
was already in bad odour, sustained in popular song, because of the
activities of the notorious multiple kingmaker, turncoat, arsonist and harrier
widely known simply as the Bastard of Fauconberg (beheaded 1471). The
circumstances were right for massaging names, at least at the official level.
The church plate mentioned above may well have been presented by
Belasyse on his ennoblement, and the chance taken to enshrine the new
name on items of permanence and value, seen and used by literate vicars
who would sustain it when they wrote.
The name appears to recur in Cucket Nook /kokt.t/ in Lythe, Langbargh
East wapentake, North Riding, though Smith (136) declines to equate the
two because of the pre-Conquest Cuha form in Coxwold. The spread of
spellings is closely comparable, though rather sparser; and oddly enough
includes an early form with a pseudo-genitival -s- Kukeswaud 1228, Feet
of Fines) which is lacking in the Middle Ages in the name that ultimately
acquired one. The giveaway is the form Kokuewald recorded for 1265 in
the fifteenth-century Whitby Cartulary, which contains the clearest possible

Journal of the English Place-Name Society 27 (1994–95), pp. 43–49.
© English Place-Name Society and the author 1995. First published online October 2017.

Journal of the English Place-Name Society 27 (1994–95), pp. 43–49.
© English Place-Name Society and the author 1995. First published online October 2017.

luoiopp ATIM01
siuoddu
V9ZL s) tEi i SOH `t96fyo uvuin,D)
u gut' `oinisJolsoalom ‘Sopomom ui efamooD .((89z U zsll vtaixinx
`ga talavD) pooh-oolono u Joj q oiquuosual slooi mojjn8 u! efappop
•oiquitiCs pu000s agl u! 'omen poptmox u Jo uopuolpul nolo ou si omp
oiqpudwoo pug igopideAodoi
wawa U0A3 'oolono oq jo snmuli oq
u
s! qopinn lumuoio pu000s u puu lanylooD add otp Jo woulop
X.I3A 3111
iM souncu-oouid iu uolui oq pings 31001 mou Fgareo u
•p.luti /Cm Si uuoj u lions
2upup lnq tnpneKnonD Sioutru `plomxop su urn oults otp jo onguluosaidal
limp-nos u Alquqoid /Clan MOOS lsoi pip ‘..rollutu osuo onbmo pozillssoj
uuluoAoa Xifuopspolountio u si ziquiiSs pull ma Clomp .tu•z so 1U3-00.1
TS= age UO JO cm( ui irodag you swop omuu sua) lays] „upoo-N000i,
poounouoid Spool Si 1i sous par g(uonocr) puuipuH tr! poom-lioop
auiuu JOUUU u sou (g : !681) 3d010 'poluotunaop Apuoplunsu!
JO polouigi implo oil spoom-omiono imno quip uolo!dsns age oAmi
•uopupIonio ioj admsuia)to7fo sawriu-aovid av JO 3UMIOA
1U2A3I3J age jo uopuowind alp ioj TT/A of °Aug ipm unup puu soouvisumalp
Allupuosso Si omp000id oti liOnoiLD V-5101/ lou
sll •autos
topu!ounuoid Tuoiomp Anii2!is u ui polinsou sag do-Jonoo oqi •.iatuop 3q
Allueli moo oiquipCs pu000s zip ul /n/ i jo SODUT1 oq puu ploAtxo,) su ui2uo
oozes alp Oulnuti jo uBIs Anna smogs muuu siiJZ •mvAnon,D 'llymnonD
trwii `(omisuloouri
`jitanonD sOurnods Sitnuoo-gnat puu
oozes Dip ITOMAI
‘icospun) piomxn3 jo Pion oq uua pion xoo jo
•o0poimomi
!root jo viSTI 3tpui °mu omosqo ue poznuuopui iCpuop!no uosumidols
luuld sn000apaq u jo oureu otri q ins poioodxo oq pInom womoio opouog
Jo pup' autos puu Ezz I wog pnvitzta4nD si Aiduus pi000i uo si oouid otp
ioj onolloq louuuo I `uoputuJojui jo zooid siqi jo klpfluotpnu viand& olp
loopmq jo oourpung oqi luau „ImoN ipionD„ jo muuu
iiu iod
oApop o su Juj os SOON Swim Aqmou wog uosumidols Tuopuodsonoo
quoiq OulpnIoul
tidosof
iCivuorp.rp paivy9 tigy21,13Smmoo zit jo spud autos ui spvno/spiwiond su UM01131 axe loopmq
soureu
NT louj an s! niOqop!s 5tusnjuoo
ap Jo smuj
jo ouo Joj iCiquumsoid 'vonD auruu ivuosiod u wog muuu
opulnapp
soApop puis `snit oildsoci •owpno MOM alp =jaw Si puu oiquipCs
pu000s agi in !anion Iona ITT u slumuoo wounto 1S.11j NT luit uop.uo!pu!
Lot

HONHafIdIATI CM.AIINDICI ‘samona HSFIDNH

48 JOURNAL OF THE ENGLISH PLACE-NAME SOCIETY
as Cuckele in 1281 (Close Roll), suggesting that it was (sporadically at
first, but relentlessly) reinterpreted as being a name of a more familiar and
transparent type. Much the same transformation afflicted the Grang de
Cokey in the Hamlet of St Martin by Haverfordwest (Pembrokeshire),
recorded as grangia de Cookeley in 1592 (Charles 1938: 77), and now
further prettified to Cuckoo Grove. Cookridge, Yorkshire (West Riding),
is a further possibility, because Smith (EPNE ii, 83) believes that the
etymon of *ric `strip of land ' may have denoted land which was tree-grown.
Cuckfield in Sussex, as noted above, was identified as a possible cuckoo
name, in this case 'cuckoo-haunted open land' (PNSx 261), on the basis of
late-eleventh century spellings like Kukufeld. Unless this and all such
spellings are analogical or folk-etymological, surely Mawer and Stenton
were correct in their suggestion.
Other similar names seem less likely to contain a reference to the cuckoo,
by virtue of either a series of spellings which suggest otherwise (Cookbury,
Devon; Cooksey Green, Worcestershire) or topographical inappropriateness
(Cuckmere [river], Sussex).
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