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 ABBREVIATIONS OF COUNTIES AND EPNS COUNTY SURVEYS 

Co  Cornwall 

Ha  Hampshire 

He  Herefordshire 

K  Kent 

La  Lancashire 

Nb  Northumberland 

Sf  Suffolk 

So  Somerset 

Wt   Isle of Wight 

CPNE  Cornish Place-Name Elements. 

EPNE  English Place-Name Elements, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN BdHu  The Place-Names of Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire. 

PN Brk    The Place-Names of Berkshire, Parts 1, 2 and 3. 

PN Bu  The Place-Names of Buckinghamshire. 

PN Ca  The Place-Names of Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely. 

PN Ch  The Place-Names of Cheshire, Parts 1–5. 

PN Cu  The Place-Names of Cumberland, Parts 1, 2 and 3. 

PN D  The Place-Names of Devon, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN Db  The Place-Names of Derbyshire, Parts 1, 2 and 3. 

PN Do  The Place-Names of Dorset, Parts 1–4. 

PN Du  The Place-Names of County Durham, Part 1. 

PN Ess  The Place-Names of Essex. 

PN ERY  The Place-Names of the East Riding of Yorkshire and York. 

PN Gl  The Place-Names of Gloucestershire, Parts 1–4. 

PN Hrt  The Place-Names of Hertfordshire. 

PN Le  The Place-Names of Leicestershire, Parts 1–6. 

PN Li  The Place-Names of Lincolnshire, Parts 1–7. 

PN Mx  The Place-Names of Middlesex (apart from the City of London).  

PN Nf  The Place-Names of Norfolk, Parts 1–3. 

PN Nt  The Place-Names of Nottinghamshire. 

PN NRY  The Place-Names of the North Riding of Yorkshire. 

PN Nth  The Place-Names of Northamptonshire. 

PN O  The Place-Names of Oxfordshire, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN R   The Place-Names of Rutland.  

PN Sa  The Place-Names of Shropshire, Parts 1–6. 

PN Sr   The Place-Names of Surrey. 

PN St  The Place-Names of Staffordshire, Part 1. 

PN Sx  The Place-Names of Sussex, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN W  The Place-Names of Wiltshire. 

PN Wa  The Place-Names of Warwickshire. 

PN We  The Place-Names of Westmorland, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN Wo  The Place-Names of Worcestershire. 

PN WRY  The Place-Names of the West Riding of Yorkshire, Parts 1–8. 
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carrying a bundle of stolen thorns or brushwood. The story is 
discussed by Menner in his analysis of the Middle English lyric 'The 
Man in the Moon', where the central figure is represented as a 
peasant who had hewe sumwher a burken of brere.8  Among other 
literary allusions is that in Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's 
Dream III, is 

One must come in with a bush of thorns and a lantern, 
and say he comes to disfigure, or to present, 
the person of Moonshine. 

The playwright no doubt expected his audience to be familiar with the 
story of the Man in the Moon, as indeed did Chaucer in Troilus and 
Criseyde I, 1023-4: 

Quod Pandarus, `Thow hast a ful gret care 
Lest that the cherl may falle out of the moone.' 

It is possible that the tradition survived in dialectal usage into the 
nineteenth century. Elworthy records the use of the word moon in 
Somerset dialect to refer to 'a stooping gait',9  a usage not attested in 
The English Dialect Dictionary.' It is tempting to speculate that the 
meaning may have derived from the personification of the moon as a 
peasant bent beneath a load of brushwood or thorns. 

The folk-tale is not apparently represented within the small corpus 
of extant Old English literature, but it may be reflected in one of the 
Exeter Book Riddles. Riddle 29 describes the moon as a plunderer, 
as follows: 

Ic wiht geseah wundorlice 
hornum bitweonum huge laedanil  

The huge 'booty' carried between the moon's horns has usually been 
taken to represent moonlight itself, or 'the earthlit dark portion of the 
moon cradled by the crescent light' .12  Neither explanation is wholly 
convincing, however, and an allusion to the tradition of stolen 
brushwood or thorns would be fully in keeping with the riddle genre. 
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