JOURNAL OF THE
ENGLISH PLACE-NAME SOCIETY

Volume 50
2018

including the 94th Annual Report
for the year 2018

Editors
PAUL CAVILL
REBECCA GREGORY

Reviews Editor
CHLOE COLLA

General Editor
RICHARD COATES

ISSN 1351-3095
Nottingham 2019



OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY 2017-18

President:

Vice-Presidents:

Hon. Vice-Presidents:

Council:

Hon. Director:
Hon. Deputy Director:
Hon. Secretary:

Hon. Treasurer:

*Editors of the Society

Prof. J. Jesch BA, PhD

Prof. S. D. Keynes, MA, LittD, FBA
Prof. P. C. McClure, BA, PhD

D. N. Parsons, MA, PhD

Prof. D. G. Scragg, BA, PhD, FEA

Prof. C. Dyer, BA, PhD

Prof. G. Fellows-Jensen, PhD, DrPhil
Prof. H. W. Owen, BA, MA, PhD
Prof. T. Turville-Petre, MA, MLitt

Prof. L. Abrams, MA, PhD, FRHistS, FSA
J. Baker, BA, MA, PhD

K. M. Briggs, BSc, PhD

*P. Cavill, BA, MPhil, PhD

A. Cole, MA, DPhil

*Prof. B. H. Cox, PhD, FSA

*P. Cullen, BA, PhD

F. Edmonds, MA, MSc, DPhil, FSA Scot
*J. Freeman, MA

*R. Gregory, BA, MA, PhD

Prof. C. A. Hough, MA, PhD, FSA
*Prof. J. Insley, MA, PhD

R. Jones, BA, DPhil

*A.D. Mills, MA, DLit

*0. J. Padel, MA, LittD

D. H. Parkin, BA, PhD

E. Rye, BA, MA, PhD

T. Styles, BA, PhD

*Prof. R. A. Coates, MA, PhD, FSA
*D. N. Parsons, MA, PhD
*J. Carroll, MA, PhD

A. Ellis, BSc, PGCE, ACA



Contents

Editorial

Golden Jubilee: the Journal celebrates its first 50 years
Richard Coates

Articles

Where in Suffolk was Wicklaw?
Keith Briggs

Dorking, Surrey
Rob Briggs

Two lost place-names in the west Midlands: Gaia in Lichfield
and The Gay in Shrewbury

Richard Coates

Two Chiltern place-names reconsidered: Elvendon and Misbourne
Ann Cole

Medieval place-names in a landscape: Branscombe
John Torrance

Reviews
Lindy Brady (2017), Writing the Welsh Borderlands in Anglo-Saxon
England

David Callander

Vanessa Greatorex and Mike Headon, eds (2014), Field-names in
Cheshire, Shropshire and North-East Wales. Recent work by
members of the Chester Society for Landscape History

Eleanor Rye

11

17

65

75

99



4 JOURNAL OF THE ENGLISH PLACE-NAME SOCIETY 50 (2018)

Patrick Hanks, Richard Coates and Peter McClure (2016), The 102
Oxford Dictionary of Family Names in Britain and Ireland

John Insley

Mark McKerracher (2018), Farming Transformed in Anglo-Saxon 112
England: Agriculture in the long eighth century

Debby Banham

Simon Taylor with Peter McNiven and Eila Williamson (2017), 114
The Place-Names of Kinross-shire

Sofia Evemalm

Tom Williamson, Gerry Barnes and Toby Pillatt (2017), Trees in 116
England: Management and disease since 1600

Jessica Treacher

Obituary
George Redmonds, 1935-2018 121
Jennifer Scherr

Notices and addenda

Alfred Oscroft Essay Prize 2018 125
Reports:
Hon. Director 127
Richard Coates
Hon. Treasurer 129
Andrea Ellis
Accounts 131
Errata for vol. 49 (2017) 138
Abbreviations 139

For the first time, abbreviations for counties, languages, county place-
name surveys, and other frequently-cited publications can be found in the
back of this volume.

The Bibliography for 2017 will appear in The Journal of the English
Place-Name Society 51 (2019).



REVIEWS 112

Luick, Karl (1914-40), Historische Grammatik der englischen Sprache (Leipzig:
Bernhard Tauchnitz)

Lumby, J. H. (1936), Calendar of the Deeds and Papers in the Possession of Sir James
de Hoghton, Bart., of Hoghton Tower, Lancashire, The Record Society for the
Publication of Original Documents relating to Lancashire and Cheshire 88
(London: printed for The Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire)

Rooth, Erik (1949), Saxonica. Beitrage zur niedersdchsichen Sprachgeschichte.
Skrifter utgivna av Kungl. Humanistiska Vetenskapssamfundet i Lund / Acta reg.
societatis humaniorum litterarum Lundensis 44 (Lund: C. W. K. Gleerup)

Seibicke, Wilfried (1996-2007), Historisches deutsches Vornamenbuch (Berlin—-New
York: Walter de Gruyter)

Smart, Veronica (1981), Sylloge of Coins of the British Isles 28: Cumulative index of
volumes 1-20 (London: Oxford University Press and Spink & Son Limited for the
British Academy)

Tavernier-Vereecken, Cécile (1968), Gentse haamkunde van ca. 1000 tot 1253. Een
bijdrage tot de kennis van het oudste Middelnederlands, Bouwstoffen en Studién
voor de Geschiedenis en de Lexicografie van het Nederlands 11 (Brussels:
Belgisch Interuniversitair Centrum voor Neerlandistiek).

Mark McKerracher (2018), Farming Transformed in Anglo-Saxon
England: Agriculture in the long eighth century (Oxford: Windgather
Press). ISBN 978 1 91118 831 5. Paperback, 164 pp. £34.99.

This book is extremely welcome, both because, as the author points out,
the farming of early medieval England has hitherto been a neglected area
of scholarship, and also because he has himself been a major contributor to
the subject in recent years. The book builds upon McKerracher’s 2014
doctoral thesis, in which he examined plant remains from two regions of
England, the middle and upper Thames valley and East Anglia and its
fringes, from the fifth to the ninth century. In that study, he concluded that,
although there was a diversification of cereal crops during that time, the
changes did not add up to a ‘revolution’. Now, however, he does see, if not
a revolution, then certainly a transformation. What has happened to change
his mind? He has expanded his scope, not geographically or
chronologically, but to include a wider range of evidence. The extra data
are mainly archaeological: animal bones, pollen, artefacts, landscape
studies. A huge amount of information is now available from such sources,
making it possible to add much greater detail and nuance to what could be
said even a decade ago. McKerracher does refer to written sources, but
toponymic and other linguistic evidence is only drawn upon indirectly, via
the work, mainly, of landscape historians. Putting all this variety of
evidence together, the author now believes that agricultural changes in the
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mid-Anglo-Saxon period constitute a much more significant phenomenon
than he previously allowed.

For McKerracher, the fundamental changes remain those in cereal
production: greater variety, greater volume, and more intensive methods,
attested not only by plant remains, but by associated technology such as
mills, grain-drying ovens and ploughs. He rightly associates this firmly
with changes in animal husbandry: more oxen were needed for ploughing,
and more manure from all species, but livestock also increasingly needed
to be enclosed, to protect the expanding arable fields, leading to major
landscape change. As livestock numbers increased, more animals (and not
only oxen) were kept to maturity, and again, more intensive methods
adopted. We can certainly imagine that farming in McKerracher’s study
areas looked substantially different in the ninth century, compared with the
fifth. This kind of change might well give rise to new names for new
landscape features.

The changes the author traces in East Anglia and the Thames valley are
likely to have been common across most of lowland England, give or take
a few wetland areas, and he provides data from some comparative sites to
demonstrate this. Work led by Stephen Rippon has shown cereal
cultivation increasing in the west of England at the same time. But upland
areas are likely to have been very different. Cereals would certainly have
to be grown in areas now considered unsuitable, but the intensification
explored by McKerracher is unlikely to have been possible in, for example,
the Pennines. We must therefore be cautious about believing that farming
was ‘transformed’ in this way across the whole, or even the greater part, of
Anglo-Saxon England. Readers may also be wondering what happened
after the ninth century. McKerracher’s interests certainly extend beyond
this point, and he is now working on the ‘Feeding the Anglo-Saxons’
(FeedSax) project headed by Helena Hamerow in Oxford, which will trace
agricultural change (or indeed continuity) in England right up to the twelfth
century. We may expect further interesting results from that direction.

McKerracher has a neat turn of phrase, a great advantage in making
what is, after all, fairly technical information accessible to a wider
audience. And the book is as well produced as we have come to expect
from Windgather: it looks attractive, has plenty of illustrations, mostly well
presented (some of the site plans needed adaptation for reproduction at
such a small scale), and there is a pleasingly small number of typographic
errors. The book is a credit to all concerned.

Debby Banham
dbll6@cam.ac.uk





