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Foreword 

Melanie Fitton-Hayward, Katie Harrison, 
and Katrina M. Wilkins  
University of Nottingham 

In the twelve months since the publication of Issue One of The Journal 
of Languages, Texts and Society in Spring 2017, the journal has grown 
considerably. A primary concern over the course of the past twelve 
months has been to raise awareness of the journal, as well as to highlight 
the variety of ways in which members of the postgraduate community 
can become involved with the journal and develop their professional and 
editorial skills. As a result of such efforts, the journal now has an ever-
growing database of peer-reviews, a team of shadow editors, book review 
and translation editors, a social media and marketing specialist, and a 
peer review editor. 

The majority of the articles in Issue 2 have been adapted from papers 
given at the University of Nottingham’s School of Cultures, Languages 
and Area Studies Postgraduate Symposium, which took place in May 
2017. In Debating the Revolution: The Evolving Role of the Visual Arts in 
Cuba, Isabel Story tracks the development and evolution of the visual 
arts in Cuba, and the role they play in Cuban civil society. Zhun Gu, in 
Nostalgia in Urban Cinema: A Comparative Analysis of Zhang Yan’s 
Shower (1999) and Jia Zhangke’s 24 City (2008), argues that since the 
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1990s, Chinese urban generation filmmakers have adopted the theme of 
nostalgia in urban cinema to represent images of the city and reconstruct 
their identities. In The Baba and the Bolshevichka – Learning to Read 
Soviet, Kathryn Martin explores the relationship between the female 
literacy movement in the early Soviet period and its artistic 
representation in cultural items – propaganda posters, cinema, and 
literature – from this period. Louis Cotgrove, in The Importance of 
Linguistic Markers of Identity and Authenticity in German Gangsta Rap, 
explores the linguistic features adopted by six German Gangsta rappers, 
and how their use of specific linguistic features constructs and maintains 
their identity. In The Role of Shame in Language Learning, Dominique 
Galmiche uses data collected from qualitative interviews with students 
of English as a foreign language in France to explore the impact that 
shame has on students’ language-learning experiences. 

Alongside these articles, this issue also contains a translated text and 
two book reviews. Katrina M. Wilkins has provided the translated text: 
a translation into modern English of the Old English version of the 
biblical story of Esther, composed at the turn of the eleventh century AD 
by Anglo-Saxon monk and scholar Ælfric of Eynsham. The first of the two 
book reviews comes from Gianlluca Simi, who reviews Thomas Nail’s 
Theory of the Border, a text which thoroughly probes the history of the 
concept of the border, and the functions of this phenomenon. Finally, 
William Pidzamecky reviews Viking Nottinghamshire, written by 
Rebecca Gregory, who examines the influence of the Vikings on the 
history of Nottinghamshire. 

We hope you enjoy this issue of the Journal of Languages, Texts and 
Society, and the broad range of themes and disciplines that it spans. If 
you would like to become involved in any aspect of future issues of the 
journal, please contact the editors at pg-lts@nottingham.ac.uk. 

 
 


