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Exposure

• Too late: Palliative care visit

• Patient initiated



Barriers
• Time

• Complexity



Barriers

• Unclear referral pathway

• Patient seen in PRIMARY 
CARE

• Choose & Book

• SPECIALIST referral (?where)



Improving family history collection

• Self-administered questionnaire





Possible approach to family history 
collection & interpretation



Jane 60 Breast cancer 

Breast cancerAnn
62 64 Breast



Interpreting Family History
• Decision Support



Tackling inequalities

• Different identification rates in least & most 
deprived CCGs 

• Ethnic minority disparities



Tackling inequalities

The challenge to future genetics services is to 
overcome inequitable allocation of benefits, 
the tragedy that would befall us if all of 
society could not benefit from these advances

based on William Foege workshop presentation at IOM, 2005


