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FROM the flat, unfruitful, fever-stricken tip of eastern Africa,
where the Red Sea empties into the Indian Ocean, there rises

huge natural escarpment which, if its cliffs were not 8,000 to
10,000 feet high, would appear to be man-made, so definitely does
it separate the coastal desert from the hinterland. The plateau on
top of it is 2 maze of mountains, some of which rise to 15,000 feet,
as cool and fruitful as the seacoast is hot and barren. This is Ethi-
opia. Remote, all but impregnable, it is a land against whose cliffs
the waves of empire have beaten in vain for ,000 years, the oldest
independent nation among those of the West, which Homer re-
ferred to as the country in which the sun sets and the gods hold
their banquets. »

Ethiopia achieved its independence in the eleventh century
B.c. and it conquered Egypt in the eighth to found the twenty-
fifth Egyptian dynasty. It has twice been seriously invaded. The
Roman General Gaius Petronius sacked Napata in 24 B.c., which
was then the Ethiopian capital but lies in what is now the Anglo-
Egyptian Sudan. No other invasion was successful until 1868,
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when Great Britain made war on Ethiopia, and with an expe-
ditionary force of 30,000 men got as far as Magdala. But they did
not follow up their success. 4

‘The Ethiopians fought off the great Persian éambyses about 525
B. C. And-as Africa’s only native Christian people, they have with-
stood savage attacks by surrounding Mohammedans. They have
twice repelled Italy—once in 1887 when an Ethiopian army sur-
rounded 5oo Italian troops at Dogali and killed about 400 of them;
and once in 1896 when an Italian army of 14,500 men was over-
whelmed by an Ethiopian force of more than 100,000 at Adowa.

From the mountain fastness of his ancestors, claiming to stem
from King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, the spiritual,
studious Emperor of Ethiopia, who works at a big modern desk
surrounded by modern files in the midst of his howling tribes,
has suddenly emerged as a man of portentous affairs. Without
attempting to expound the intricate international politics in which
he has become involved, FORTUNE herewith presents a portfolio
~of eight maps bearing upon the qisio—he has aroused. Illustrating
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every important geographical angle of the situation, these may
be used as ready reference maps in following the moves of the three
major chess players, Mussolini, Haile Selassie, and Downing Street.
Our portfolio includes:

1. Bird's-eye view of Ethiopia (below), looking southwest from
the land of Yemen on the tip of the Arabian peninsula. This map
is especially designed to show the Ethiopian terrain in detail and
to give a graphic idea of the difficulties confronting an invader.

2. Africa the melon, opposite page 84, showing Ethiopia’s stra-
tegic importance in the biggest of the southern continents.

3. Ethiopia mapped again, this time to show the important
military centers and the possible lines of attack.

4. The Mediterranean Sea, showing the powers aligned against
Italy—a useful map in case of naval engagements.

5. Arabia and the Red Sea. ; i3 4
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6. Geographical distribution of the Moslem peoples.
PZhe NSE basin in relation to Lake Tana.
8. Lake Tana itself. ?
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An $800,000,000 War

ETHIOPIA is one of the most expensive na-
tions in the world to attack. The bills begin
to pile up even before your army is mobilized
because workmen must be hired by the thousands
to convert the heat-stricken shore line of Africa
into a habitable base of operations. Civilian labor-
ers alone total $0,000. Skilled workers in the low-
lands are paid thirty-two lire (about $2.60) per
day; in the highlands they get twenty-nine lire.
The soldiers get thirty. Every bit of food and
clothing must be imported, every bit of equip-
ment, all tools, tractors, concrete mixers, auto-
mobiles, fuel, etc. So simple a necessity as water
presents a problem that is all but insuperable.
Wells cannot be dug fast enough and until the
new distilling plants were built water had to be
imported in tankers.

Besides this, every ship that passes through the
Suez Canal costs Mussolini about $1.9o per ton
of capacity and during the first nine months of
1935 about 400 Italian ships have paid this toll.
They pay going down and they pay coming back,
so that the total bill so far has probably been in
the neighborhood of $7,000,000. Then Italy must
pay $2 for every “passenger” (i.e., soldier or labor-
er) on every ship—a total of $400,000 for the
200,000 men sent through this year, plus a few
thousand more for sick soldiers returning on hos-
pital ships. This is all before setting an army
down on an arid coast to fend for itself.

Semi-official estimates of the cost of the Ethio-
gian campaign set it at 10,000,000,000 lire, or

814,000,000 at the present rate of exchange.
Compared to the cost to the U.S. of sending an
expeditionary force to Europe, this sum seems
modest. The total U.S. bill was in the neighbor-
hood of $1,800,000,000, or more than twice as
much; but the A. E. F. consisted of about 2,000,
000 men, complete with chocolate bars, hostesses,
and other luxuries that do not fall to the lot of
Mussolini’s men.

Yet there is no assurance that Mussolini will be
able to keep expenses within this $800,000,000
figure. He has already spent well over $200,000,-
000. And the consolidation of Ethiopia is not a
matter of months, but of years. Imagine an army
advancing through a mountainous plateau such
as that shown in our opening map on page 82. It
has machine guns, but the enemy vanishes before
them. It has airplanes, but no industrial centers
to bomb. It has trucks and mechanized artillery,
but it must build the roads on which to use them.
At night the enemy closes in to snipe, by day he
disappears. A war which began with a vigorous
drive must degenerate into conquest by attrition,
involving typical colonial expenses.

Doubtless it can be done, and to do it there are
four main avenues of attack, as shown on the
opposite map. The first, basing on Asmara, has
Adowa as its focal point, where the Italians were
defeated in 1896. Thereafter the logical focuses
of consolidation are Magdala and Dessye. The
second line of attack bases on Assab, over the
terrible Danakil desert. The other two lines of
attack have their bases in Italian Somaliland on
the southeast. The one derives from Mustahil,
the other from the vicinity of Wal Wal, and the
objective of both is Harar. This important town
with a population of 50,000 (Ethiopia’s second
biggest) is only thirty-five miles from the railroad.
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Italy in the Mediterranean

THE MAP OF THE MEDITERRANEAN (above) is de-
signed to show the potential alignment of powers around
that strategic sea. Italy and her possessions are in green;
British possessions are in red; and nations sympathetic to
Britain’s attitude (as of October 1, 1935) are in pink. It can be
seen at a glance that Italy is surrounded by foes and potential
foes. The position of Bulgaria is anomalous—one of the so-
called “revisionist” states, shewould probably go with Germany.

Few people realize how strong the Italian naval position is.
The possession of the island of Pantelleria gives Italy control
of the narrowest part of the Mediterranean, and by stringing
submarines across this water she could cut the sea in halves.
Her strength is such that the British have all but abandoned
Malta, traditional base of the Empire hereabouts. The British
fleet is concentrated at Gibraltar, Alexandria, and Port Said,
with an eastern pivot at Aden. Moreover, Italy has fortified
the island of Leros in the Dodecanese just off the Turkish
coast—a fact that is resented by both Greece and Turkey. With
destroyers, submarines, and airplanes concentrated at this
point, she is in an ideal position to make flank attacks. It is
the strongest naval position achieved by any Mediterranean
power since the decline of Spain in the sixteenth century. If
Great Britain were Italy's solitary enemy the latter would stand
a reasonable chance of victory. But the attitude of other powers,
especially that of France, gave Mussolini pause.

HE MAP OF ARABIA to the left is designed merely to
show the present status of affairs on that vast and hostile
peninsula. The free states are Nejd, Hejaz, Asir, and Hasa, all of
which are controlled by the great Moslem warrior, Ibn Sa’ud;
Iraq, Yemen, and Oman, which are strictly independent. One
key to the situation is Ibn Sa’ud; and the other is the far-flung
Arab nationalist movement. The bottom map shows the vast
area of the earth across which Moslems are scattered in pro-
fusion (approximately the old Saracen empire of medieval
times, with the exception of Spain and Turkey). It is almost
inconceivable that these 136,000,000 people could be aroused
to a unified revolt; but, especially in India, where there are
no less than 77,600,000 Moslems, the possibility always haunts
the British Foreign Office.
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Incase of trouble at the Suez Canal
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bases around Cape of Good Hope
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Abyssinian Crisis in Fortune
Magazine
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