
Robert Antonio is Chancellors Club Teaching Professor of Sociology at the University of Kansas. He 

has been interested in theories and processes of modernization, anti-modernization, 

postmodernization, neomodernization, and globalization. His work on the postmodernism and post-

Fordism debates of the 1980s and 1990s addresses responses to the later 20th-century “information 

revolution,” or “third industrial revolution,” and globalization. His work on Marx, Weber, Hayek, 

Nietzsche, American Pragmatism, and other earlier thinkers and new interpretations of conflictive 

classical approaches, all address the readjustment of social theory to sociocultural and biophysical 

ruptures and to related “crises of representation” and social crises. Currently, his research focuses 

on the impact of the global system of production and consumption on the throughput of resources 

and production of waste, in an era of sharply increased economic inequality, and especially on the 

sustainability of the economic and cultural imperative of unplanned, exponential growth, central to 

modern capitalism and especially to the today’s neoliberal regime of accumulation. Interest in 

structured socio-economic inequality cut across his theoretical and historical work. 

 


