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Accessing and managing a variety of sources 
 
 

Information sources 
 

As a student (and professional) you can expect to use the following 
 

- Libraries for; 

Books (general and specialized texts) 
Journals and periodicals 

Audiovisual material 

Reference material (dictionaries, encyclopaedias etc.) 
 

- The Internet for; 

Databases (MEDLINE, CINAHL etc.) 

Publications (e-journals, government publications etc.) 
Patient information (patient organisation websites, 

newsgroups etc.) 

 
- Patient associations/specialist information centres for; 

Contacts 

            Specialist information 
             Patient information 

 

(Maslin- Prothero, 2005, p.50) 

 

Using journals 
 

Think for a moment about how journal articles differ from books 
 

- unlike books ,journals are published within months rather than 

years and are increasingly published online ; 

- they deal with specific areas sometimes involving ongoing research; 
- journal indexes are generally published as electronic bibliographic 

databases (see IT handbook) 

- some database provide an abstract which summarises the content 
of the article 
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Critiquing a research paper from a journal 
  
-  Read the paper several times  

-  Break it up into sections 

-  Don’t worry if it is not immediately understandable 
-  Take your time 

-  Then apply the following questions: 

 
 
 
Title 

Is the title concise, informative and 
relevant to the research process?        
 

 
Author                         
 

Does the author(s) have appropriate 
qualifications and professional 
experience? 
 

 
Abstract 

Does the abstract succinctly identify the 
research problem and summarise the 
study? 
 

 
Introduction                 
 

Are the problems clearly established 
and the specific focus identified? 

 
Literature review         
 

Are the sources relevant and sufficient? 
Are central and seminal works noted? 
Is it up to date?  
Is the theoretical framework identified?  
Is there a balanced evaluation of                   
literature both supporting and 
questioning the research focus?  

Is the need for the paper established? 
 

 
The Hypothesis 

Is the hypothesis clearly stated and 
realistic? 
 

 
Method                        

 

Is the methodology clearly stated and 
appropriate to the research problem? 

 
Population/sample 

Is the population specified? Is the 
sample size clearly stated and 
appropriate to the methodology? Are 
the figures explained? Is the sampling 
frame generalisable to the population? 
 

 

Data management 

Is the type of data collected identified? 

Is the data explained in terms of what, 
where, when and how?      
        

 
Data analysis 

Is the approach appropriate to the type 
of data collected? Does the data 
validate the hypothesis? Is the analysis 
clearly expressed?       
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Ethical matters 

Has informed consent been sought? Is 
confidentiality observed and anonymity 

guaranteed? Is the data secured? 
 

 
Results 

Are they clearly presented? Are they 
sufficiently detailed? Do they relate to 
the data analysis? 
 

 

Discussion                  
 

Is this balanced? Does it evolve from 

the analysis and results and relate to 
the hypothesis? Does it draw on                                   
previous research? 
 

 
Conclusions               
 

Are conclusions supported by the 
results obtained? 

 

Recommendations     

Do the recommendations suggest 

realistic areas for future research? 
 

 
Limitations                  

Are these identified? To what extent do 
they limit study? Can they be overcome 
in future research? 
 

 

A working bibliography 
 
Whether you are working towards an essay or a more lengthy research 

project it is essential to compile a working bibliography with details of 

your sources- and start from day one! 
 

You need the following information: 

 
For a book  
 

Author’s name 

Date of publication 
Title (and subtitle) 

Publisher 

Place of publication 
 

e.g. Bellman L 2003 Nurse-led change and development in clinical 

practice. London, Whurr 

 
For a chapter in an edited book 

 

Author’s name 
Date of publication 

Title of chapter 

Editors’ names 
Title of book  

Edition (if relevant) 
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Publisher 
Place of publication 

Inclusive page numbers 

  

E.g. 
Masterson A, Mitchell L, 2003 Developing competences for advanced 

nursing practice. In: McGee, Castledine G (eds) Advanced nursing 

practice, 2 ed Blackwell Publishing, Oxford, pp.31-46 
 

For a journal article 

 
Author’s name 

Date of publication 

Title of article 

Title of periodical 
Volume and issue number 

Inclusive page numbers 

 
e.g. Albers L 2003 Reducing genital tract trauma at birth: launching a 

clinical trial in midwifery. Journal of Midwifery and Women’s Health 

Mar/Apr 48(2) pp.105-110 
 

For an internet source 

 

Author(s) 
date of publication title of Article 

 title of Serial/Monograph [type of medium]  

volume number (issue number) 
pagination  

Availability statement [Date of accession] 

                            

  e.g. International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions 
2002 Library and Information Science : citation guides for electronic 

documents. Available on line at: 

www.ifla.org/I/training/citation/citing.htm pp.1-3 [accessed 28 November 
2003] 

 

(All examples from Maislin-Prothero p.168) 
 

It is also useful to note 

 

- the location of the book/journal i.e. the shelf mark and which library 
-the source of the bibliographic information i.e. tutor, list in module 

handbook 

 
Keep an ongoing record of your sources in a computer file, a note book or 

on catalogue cards- this will prevent last minute, time-consuming 

searches for bibliographic information  

http://www.ifla.org/I/training/citation/citing.htm%20pp.1-3

