INFORMATION SERVICES PODCASTS
HOW TO FIND JOURNAL ARTICLES

Jane
This is one of a series of infocasts, produced by Information Services, to enable you to make effective use of library resources to support your studies. 

This podcast looks at ways in which to obtain journal articles. By the end of this podcast you should have a greater knowledge of:
· How to find journal articles

· Print and electronic journals

· Obtaining material not held at the University of Nottingham

Rob

I need to find a particular article my lecturer has recommended. I’m used to looking for books but not for journals.
Jane

Have you got the full title of the article, or some keywords, or maybe the author?

Rob

Yea, but I can’t seem to find it online. Does that mean the University doesn’t have it?

Jane

Well we may have it in print. Some journal titles are only available in print, however Information Services does provide electronic access to over 13,000 journal titles and we aim to increase this wherever possible. 

Rob
That’s really useful for people like me not based full-time at Nottingham. I often find material is not available in the library near me.

Jane

The physical print copies might be held at various library sites and it is possible for items to be sent over to wherever you’re based, so it’s important to check their availability on our University of Nottingham Library Online Catalogue (UNLOC). 
If you already know the journal title in which the article is published then all you need to do is to check UNLOC.

Rob

Is that just in the general search box?

Jane

That would retrieve books as well and so it’s best to use the separate Journals search. If you know the exact title of the journal then type the words into the left-hand side box (which is called ‘Browse journal titles’). This will bring up an alphabetical list. If you’re not sure of the exact title then type your terms into the right-hand side box (which is called Search for journal titles using keywords) and this will search for those words in any order.

Rob

How will I know if I can get it online?
Jane

If electronic access is offered then click on the words ‘Find text via SFX’ to view the years and volumes available, along with any other instructions.
Rob

What’s this SFX?

Jane

This word does confuse people. Basically SFX is a tool that enables you to link to the full-text of online articles. In simple terms, whenever you see SFX just think of it as the way in which to find out whether we have full-text access to an article or journal.  

Rob
What else do I have to do?

Jane

If you know the article details then type the year, volume, issue number and start page into the boxes and click on ‘Go’.

Rob

And that’ll take me straight to it?

Jane

SFX will get you as close as it can to the full-text of the article, although depending on the journal publisher you may have to navigate their website and follow a few extra links. 

Rob

Okay that’s a lot clearer. I think I’ll be able to do that now.
What if I don’t already know the full title of a particular article?

Jane

In that case you’d need to perform a literature search using databases. Once you find articles you’re interested in then the SFX option will still appear and you can check for full text access in the same way, without having to go separately into UNLOC.  
Rob

So I have to enter all that information again.

Jane

Not necessarily. The article details may already have been entered into the boxes and so all you’d need to do is to click on ‘Go’,
Rob

What if I can’t get hold of it at all?

Jane

You can then request material using our Interlibrary Loan Service. The University of Nottingham subscribes to thousands of journals but we can’t take every single one and so we have a service in place to borrow material not held in our stock. 
Rob

So how do I use that?
Jane

If you’re an undergraduate you need to get permission from your tutor then the library can set you up with your year’s quota. You make Interlibrary Loan requests by logging into UNLOC, clicking on the ILL tab, and filling in the form.

For more information on this, you can go to the related University webpage at www.nottingham.ac.uk/library/inter-libaryloans.php 

Rob

That’s been really helpful, thanks very much.
Jane

If you need any more help with searching we do have a series of online information and library skills tutorials run on WebCT, called Pathway2Information, or contact your subject librarian. 

Contact details are available on the library website at www.nottingham.ac.uk/library 

